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New map poster explores Columbia River connections  
Oregon and Washington geologists collaborate in honor of Earth Science 

Week and Geologic Map Day     
 

Portland, Ore. – A new geologic map poster created by Oregon and Washington geologists 

offers an in-depth look at the interplay of Earth systems along the states’ shared river.        

 

“The Columbia River flows through some of Oregon and Washington’s most iconic geology,” 

says Oregon’s State Geologist Vicki S. McConnell. “There’s no better place to experience 

dramatic interactions of the geosphere, atmosphere, hydrosphere and biosphere.” 

 

“Washington and Oregon are privileged to share in the stewardship of one of the world’s 

most remarkable river systems: the Columbia River, a geologic and cultural treasure that has 

shaped the destinies of our two states,” says David Norman, Washington State Geologist.  

 

The Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI) and the Washington 

State Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geology and Earth Resources developed 

the map in honor of Geologic Map Day, celebrated this year on Friday, October 17. 

 

In its 309-mile meander along the Washington-Oregon border, the Columbia River provides 

challenges and opportunities for the people, wildlife and plants that interact there. 

Interactions of Earth systems can be destructive – floods racing down the river channel – as 

they are beneficial – winds and water producing electric power. The new map poster 

highlights the influence of geology with examples along the river’s length.  

 

The map poster is available for download as a 34-by-44-inch PDF or as eight 11-by-17-inch 

PDFs for easy assembly: http://bit.ly/mapday2014 

 

For more information about the geology of the Pacific Northwest, visit DOGAMI at 

www.oregongeology.org or the Washington State Department of Natural 

Resources, Division of Geology and Earth Resources at www.dnr.wa.gov/geology.  

 

### 

 

 

DOGAMI's mission is to 

provide earth science 

information and regulation  

to make Oregon safe and 

prosperous. 

 

Administrative Offices 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste. 965 

Portland, OR 97232 

Phone: (971) 673-1555 

Fax: (971) 673-1562 

 

 

Mineral Land Regulation and 

Reclamation Program 

229 Broadalbin St. SW 

Albany, OR 97321 

Phone: (541) 967-2039 

Fax: (541) 967-2075 

info@mlrr.oregongeology.com 

Gary W. Lynch,  

Assistant Director 

 

Coastal Field Office 

313 SW 2nd, Ste. D 

Newport, OR 97365 

Phone: (541) 574-6642 

Fax: (541) 265-5241 

Jonathan C. Allan,  

Coastal Team Leader 

 

Eastern Oregon Field Office 

Baker County Courthouse   

1995 3rd St., Ste. 130 

Baker City, OR 978149 

Phone: (541) 523-3133 

Fax: (541) 523-5992 

Jason D. McClaughry,  

Field Geologist 

 

Nature of the Northwest 

Information Center 

800 NE Oregon St., Ste. 965 

Portland, Oregon 97232 

(971) 673-2331 

Email: info@naturenw.org 

Web: www.NatureNW.org 

Donald J. Haines, Manager 

 

  

http://bit.ly/mapday2014
http://www.oregongeology.org
http://www.dnr.wa.gov/geology

