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THE SI:ALL KINER - , ' INISH I 

Therols an old time miner's sons tha.t be gins, "Oh, the m1nors camo 1n Corty-n1ne ••• 11 

and with oocas10n0.1 reforence to 3trone drink a nd i ndelicato ~ome n, it carries on through 

aevernl stanza. wIth the lilt, lins o, and lurid deviltry of a n e&rly day gold cnmp. It 
i.nlt n so ng one s1ngs in mixed company, but it s oes big at engineera l stag smokers. The 
writer, 0. 8 a oub engineer, first hoard it on tha Uocabl a nd Uichi s an lron rangos mOony years 
ago. In tho last dozen YOArs, slnoe 11ving in tho we ~t, we ' ve ho ard the song more oCten. It's 
the lame old sonG, not altered a hair; but 1ta heroos, the .1ners ~ La.d, how d.y" chang.dl 

00":' , 

Voro than once 1n 
and PAW, and NYC, 

, 
very reoent yenra ~ 8in •• the coming ot OPA, and WFA, and tpa, and 
and the other ott-do.raned, trinomial oontr1vances .... the writer hal 

paused by tho tr~ll into Sailor Diggins or some other fabulous Gold striko lOCality, and 
tried to r e - c rcate in his mind the con ditions that brought to.me to the spot. Like 0.8 not 
aoml sourdough aot "l1kkered up" and talk.d about hl!J find . Thera waa a starupade. And, 
brothe~, In those dny8, whether . the Itampede waS Oocross forty or four hundrld mll •• ot 
oountry, the miners wera not dete~red one whit by prohibition or act, naturOol or otherwls., 
ot God or man - least or 0.11 by any .uch unborn innovation3 a l gas rationing, job treezlng, 
tire shortages, food coupons , hlgh l a bor rates, dlrectlves, quotas, 11mltat1ons, prlorltle., 
tear ot Income taXI', or by any other ot the prescnt day 1mp~d1ments to the .xerc1.e of 
private entorprise. We ' ve tried dellberatoly to oonjure up a plcture of these old - time 
mlners, .entioned 1n th~ 80ng1 negotiatlng tor a oopper quota; being told by an RfC engin •• r 
how to run their digglngs; trying to g.t a priority o~ drill ~teel; quIbbling w1th a ration 
board Oohout g&S, tire, and tood rations; paying most oC the gold from a bonanza find in 
Income t axea; making out old age comp.n sa.tion torl'l\s; or being told by Q. "00.110. 0011.g1an" 
1n the \1ar Manpower Comllission thQ.t they are frozen to thelr jobs and oan't go down the 
tra.il wh.never they godda. ple&ge. We can ' t picture thoQ. •. You try It . 

If the e9senOl of th1s yarn 1s the pas sing ·ot the 9m~11 mlner, let'. try to be 10glc~1 
Oond dilpa.sionate, and ••• whether he waS any gcod 1n the beginning - whether he 11 worth 
ke'ping. If not, then letl. bury hi •• with his boots on as he would .have liked; it he 
12 worth kelplng, l.t'. oarry on with all vlgor to set the stage tor h1s triuaphant return 
as soon a.s the prelen~ terrible conditions are over. 

They say tho.t the 141"11' day miner wit h his pick, pan, sow-belly, and burro "lIade" the 
••• ~, that ia, tha so-oa lled wastern 8ining atates. 'I don't know; no one ~an prove the 
polnt al an englneer would prove a methematlcal formula. B~t it'. oertaln that sourdough 
prospeotor., gold mlner. and other lIiners had a lot to do ~lth tbe mov1ng about, hither and 
yon, ot qult. sizeable ohunk8 ot populatlon - al when word ot a naw Klondike, or Com.took, 
or Alde,. Gulch, or "find")n the )toth.r Lode, travelled along the grap~vlne. And hoW' .any 
thrlving communities b~tw •• n the UlaD1 •• 1ppi and the S1erra Nevada. Glrmlneted froe & t.w 
straggler. that fell by the wayside on the1r trlk toward a gold tortune in California 
Around the .iddle or the last cantur71 The nU8blr Is legion. 
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The old time mi nors were Ind lvldua ll ~ts; ea oh wont about h1s bUGlnes8 1n his own way; 
each kn c2 oxaotly what he wanted. Th ere wno I1ttle indeci s ion; 1n f act, there was much truth 
1n the sayIng o.bOl.lt lith e quick. nnd the dead·'i as ev1dence, read the ages on tombstonos 1n 

many C?C the old "Boo t Hl11" eo mct crlC9 fr oll southern Oregon to the southern liother Lodl. 
In those d~ys there waS sound basi s tor indivi dua l lnltlative - thlre wal roal incentive -
ince n ti ve to \f o rk lia rd c.nd it neoessary to tako pe r sonal ri sks . The r a ce WI18 wha t ono made 

1t " lid the rewa rd W a,,!; ample if one IIstruck 1t". Uo hear you s ay f a cetiously to us, "Then 

how would y ou 11ke to swap th o prasen t tor tho past, and go baok to those 'Bood old dnya ' 
when mon \fer (,! men , whe n women ·.rore dresses , when pr1ce ha.d some relati on to a w1111ng buyer 
a nd a w l 1 11n~ 30 11 cr , wh en •••• ?I, Of couroo, we ~ d hodge a minute bof ore answering, but .e'd 
cay quickly thut . '"lhatcver y ou may th1nk of those goo d old day s of the dim past, the pr ..... 
cnt set-up i n ci ni ne l oaves a. wholo Holl ~f a lot to be d.8 1 rod ~ 

nut , througll tho years, oonditions huv. ohanged f or the sma ll miner. (By emall miner 
\": 0 lU can from ::; in ~ ; l c proopec to .. to little "mine" with three or fo ur workmen . ) I n the early 
daye t l;c ln uivl <! ua l miners for med gr oup s fo r protoction age.l ns t Indio.ns, t h ieves, and raok­
eteors; n li tt le later, as t he ores bocame leaner or the mines wont bey ond windlasa depth, 
miner s (ormed Q,ssociatlons and com panies in ordo r to mako the dieging. po.y ~ Such 8roups~ 
a t leo.5 t so~e or them, were the be ginnings of some ot tho blg·name mlnine corpora tion. and 
bona nza operations t hat (1re known today. So oven t ho l a r GO mi ni ng oorpora tions ow e II debt 
to t h e small miner. As a. rule, thoy enco urage t h e li tt l e follow to oarry on. At one t1me 
or anotho~ miners eo pr0 3p ooting on their own. They 90metim09 find littl e m1ne. and Bome 
of the l itt l e uln es ~ake big ones. Nhen pi ck1ncs ar c ~lim t he 5mall m1nor and prospector 
fre que nt ly Co back t o wo r k a t t he esta.bl1s hod mines, and t he mine opera.tors are pleased 
111 t h t hi s u.rra ngement. It hal been an a"da.ge that pro spectors and minors "rind" minea, but 
'that en&1nee ... and tho larger mining companics IIma ko" the mi noa . aeca.rdloss of who Itmade" 
them, it prob a bly 1s true t ha t most of the hard roc k, prec lou. motal m1nes were d1soovered 
by tho sma ll miner or prospector. 

Varlous pe r tlons have sa id, 1n offeot, "The bOnlU1za s have 0. 11 been fOl.l.nd; the pros­
pector a nd small m1ner are t hrough ; m1n os in the n oar future will mainly be 'developed' by 

the larger co mpan1es from the marg1nal deposit. or fro~ 'big low grade,', or on teohnology, 
whe re the littlo fellow has nl t a ohanc e.1I We agree tha t the tr end 1s definitely 1n t hat 
dlr"ctlon,; t hat the " good li~tle mine" i s b ocom1n6 harder and harder to fl nd, and '\h&'\ the 
very gre~t bulk of a~l mlnerel and or ~ product ion comes, and wl11 co ntinuo to come, tro. 
t he largor minco. But we will rlght 'till Hell f ree za G 9011d to r tho .~all miner or prol­
pector who has the cuts, or the stupl41ty, or the cunni ng, or tho as ininity , or the clair­
voyanco, or the 1nsp1ration, or what e ver it t akos to dri ve wlth mnin r-trength and awkward ... 
ness, and a t his own expense, a dri f t th~t the writer ~s n ~upposedly compe tent engine.r 
mi ght no t reco mm end t ha. t his cl1ent drive. InconSistent, you say? Not at al l . The oon ... 
genlta. l a.nd lndefea.slblo rieht of ev.ery Amerioan oitizen .. aoting .on th e proflt mot1ve .. 
to make a damn fool or a milll o~aire of hi mself by poking a tunnel 1nto a.ny hill on Cree 
r ange where his f ancy dicta tes, i8, 1n the wr1ter's opin10n, tho vory os.enco of rree 
enterprl s., which in turn 1s the "essence of Americanism. If that ian't worth standina up 
tor, then we had better try to give t he whole business back to the In4i&nl. Private enter­
pr1se and the proflt inoentive built this country, a.nd when ~nyone, " any group, agency, or 
entity tries to repress the operatio n of t hes e two basic American conoepts, the aotiv'. ot 
such per sons or ,roups should be metioulously scrutinized. 

About t his laat .. of - the-oon anz n m~ttnr - w. reeall hoaring 1n reoent years fro. the 11p. 
oC one of the Holmes brotho r~ the s tory of the Clnd1ne a.nd developing of the lamous Sllver 
Queen mino ne.l.r ~.loJtl.ve, Ca.lifornic., by hilnsolt and three partner.. lfhen the new. got around 
the prop~rty was pro mptly sold for a. million dolla.r. to ono of the largest gold co.panles, 
the sm~ll miners profiting hugely. A te. ather inltanoe. ot the l a st ton years oould be 
eitedo The porson who think. that all the bonanza. have been found does not take into oon­
sideration extenoive areas of potential mineralizod ground In th o mountainous a.nd 1naools­
~lble cornerB of the ~cst. 
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As to the s ma.ll miner' 9 worth, he 1~ very much a part of tht! loenl eoonomy 1n a 

mlnln,g community. 'fhrough . the years he ho.o been buyine hls grub o.nd Gupplles from the 

loc~l stores. In 1~36 a. statistical survey wna made In the Gr a.nts Pass, Oroeon, com­
munity to de~cr tn l ne wha t the emall miners' dollars meant 1n roto.l1 stores. 1/hen the re­

sults of Il Cll.nvuss of 80% of the establishments were footed up, the total (well over 
$600 , 000.) Was so l a rge the onnvl'.ss WaS dlscont luued. It was t houeht t ha t th e puulle 

':1'ould r~cclve any such amo.zlng figuro with skepticism. Even 80, mo.ny t ho ~l sand!l of 

71 

dollars 1n oash purchas e s hy miners were omitted from tho figures " as there "as no sepnrate 

rooor d or s~cr ~go.tlo n of thom. 

Tho~o ere a few mi ll a r ~ l product s to which t he smell miner ' s style or o~ o ration 18 
pc rtl~ulnrly aci.&vt ad. ~lo~ 1s on e of the so . It comes 1n small bunche~ a nd 'Ipoeketo" 
and J.S th r: '·o f." l!"e fft :l i n ly c. small miner's propo !litlon. HA.rd rook chrornlte is anoth er. 
Quick s llv"r t !. ,L third., AImos:i; invar~ably, qui~k silv'l" mines c.re discovered by pros­
pector s by p a.nn iae :lnd "poc ka t hunting". A smart mingr aa.n .ne. ke a IIshoo!>tri!lS geta'"ay" 
by ea ob lng out ~nd rct ~ rtlng hlgh~grad. quioksilver are. S~~etlme9 one turns up a 
property wh e r~ .:l furll C'. oe must btl Insto.llod. That requir es fin u. ncinc and a. teohnlo ,'ll 
eperat ion beyond the nb l11ty of most small miners. Howover, t he cctual nnd total 
oont~ibHtl.,n or the prospector a.nd sm~d, l minor to the min1ng 1ndu<J try 1s eut ot 1111 
proportion to tho dollar va luo of his product in oompari so n ~lth the in1vstry total. 
That f nct is tOG commonl y forgotten. 

As to wh ether the prospootor ~nd small miner 0.1"0 worth ~a vlng - no one exoept the 
1.Q.st inforrued ha s any doubt. They 11.1",. If f or no othe r rell~on tho..n their past record 
and oontributions , "tr.o little relloW's, as on institutIon, a re worthy of their nich. in 
the hall .t ihe immortals. In the w~r effort, thoy have in th$Sr way responded ~I well 
pr'pertiona tely as tho big felle ws, althou c h under great difficulties. 

GrlJ.ntod thll t tho RlIIall miner has earnod his "koftp", let ' 5 Collo ... him rapidly throuch 
the l ~u t twonty yoars, study hi s habits a b1t, and try . to t1 Sure a W'o.y oC getting him baok 
as soon o.S 9o ss ible. 

In tho 8a.rly " 20's " he did rather well. Ti~os were avorage, wagos "ere average, nnd 
pric es or Inetals 1'101'0 avcra8;o , In tho lo.to "20'SIl m1ning ino ent ive, in th(l form 01~ h1shor 
prices for or~B or motalD, bcc~mo more eVidont"but both wages and cost or supplies wont 
up proportionnlly. lIo~evor, as most po ople had mlnoy to invest and wanted really quick 
action, thoy put the1r money largoly in seourities, t h e day-to-day prioes of which thoy 
could watch in the newspe.pors. NevertheleS R, money fer sma.ll mining wa s amplo, Ie the 
prOlplotor and small miner thrivod. 

Thon came the orash ef 1,2" almost evorybedy lost money; s~curity and metal price. 
hit bottom. 1tuoh of the incontive tor small minins vani~hed, oxcept in thi'! case of Slid. 
Geld saved the day. We havo soen ex-bnnkers, ex-brokors, ex-bond-.aleamen, and ex­
alme.t~overything werking w1th piok, sh.vol, and recker '1" long to~ OD the sold stream. 
1n various parts of the weot. These people stayed ort relicf nnd, a8 they put it, 
retained Itvery iota of their ".~r-r'8peot al well 0.' their health. The sight ot a .an, 
obviously a for •• r , executive, protesaional IDan, or teohnioian, 8Wo.pp~ng a rew penny­
w'ights of gold dust for panoake flour, bean., salt pork, and tobacoo 1n a wayside etore 
in tho $old c01.lntry, e~ve an observer a bit ot in sIght 1nto a corner of the true Ameri ... 
oan charaoter, and revived on.'s to.ith in it. That kind of charaoter Just won't b. lick.d. 
The •• a.oned sourdough helped the greenhorn; some autual respeot was developed, no one 
.tarved. 

In l'J5 the price of gold .~. upped to $J5. per Cine ounoe, ~nd that aoted aa a 
tre •• ndou. Itimulnnt both to big and sm~ll gold op.rations. Then came the early year. ot 
iTorld \'(o.r II - l?J8, l'J', and 1,110. It "0'&8 plain that in the event of tho United Stat ... 
getting 1nto tt, the country would be ~oefully short of reserve. of a considerable list or 10-
oalled strateg10 ores. Should.e develop limited and aub~margin41 domestio deposita, 01' bU7 tor­
.1gn or.'t Th. Federal buying agonciel preterred the chtaper and hieher-Brade forelgn ore.. Th. 
larger do~e.tio oonsu merl did, too, for 80me of them had subltantial foreign holdingl. So the · 'ed.ral 
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ng.nclo, oallod tor bid.. Some oontraots wore let, but prec10us lIttle ora .al del1vered. 
Domest10 oper~tor8, m&lnly ~lttlo tellows, were out or the r~nnln& wIth Caw except1on •• 
!Jeta.l. Ro :larva Company besan ra1s1ng the pr10 e of stratoeio orel a. 11 ttlo 1n the lat. sus.er 
of 1,41 but only on subst~ntlal oontr~ot dolivorios. ~h. small ohrome and mansan ••• pro­
d~o.r. ~.r. '~lplo1ou. or oontraot., and oouldn't finance produotion faoIlIt1es to ~e.t the 
eor.traots anyway. 

The Jolt or Pearl H~rbor lett tho emnll m1ners - such as the c hrome operator. ot 
.ertharn Ca.llfornl~ and ~outh.rn Or8gon • anxious to produoe strateGio oree. They .'1'" 
Just tIt to be t1cd ~ The going are pric es were too low to permit thom to prod~o.. They 
thought the Bov~rnmcnt wQsn't lntere sted 1n the1 r small contrlbutloP' . In late Febr~ary 
1,42 ~c t ~ ls Reserve Company. agroed to tho o z tabl15hm~nt of the first rou~ .tookp~l •• tor 
the lona l purehase oC ehromlte 1n tr~ck~ load lots dl~~Q~ rr~m ~mall miners and prospeotor •• 
In L!t.y thos'J purchas e dopots got gOlng. Since tho.t t1me,. sim1lar 1000.1 atrateglo-or.e 
pur cho.lo dopo t s hav~ be~n installed in various part. or the count~y trom North Car011n& 
to the wc~t coust 

Neither th;) :letal. ·Reser"e Compa.ny nor the sponsor-s ot the 1000.1 Htockpi. ':.o i<&l3o. (whlah 
inoluded the writor) a ntlclpated that tho tonna.ges of oros to be de11vo red by the small 
ope rators would bo tremendouA It was be1 1 e v~d however that the nuisance and cost ot pur· 
chaslng tho or0 9 would be .ell compensatod by the favorable eft~e t on both mlner anq oltl­
ten Enorale 1n all parts of th o mining c ountr y, and tho.t the stre.togle ore s purohaaed,. de­
pending on the then - inoreaslng submarine monaog. mlsht havo valuA out ot all proportion to 
the effort ot ootalnlng them~ Th6 submarine menaOO ,(lno.11y diminished, but otherwlle the 
loo nl purchaso-depot program worked out about as oxpected. The small miners and pro'peators 
hit for the hilla. And wore thoy proud when tolling ot cett~ng out a te. tons ot hlgh.gr~d. 
chromlte • enouah t.o o.lloy tho oteol t or 0. couple of tanks ~r a dozen alrplane8l 

But no soonor did the gO~8rnment make it pos s ible for the small minor to makl hl. 
oontribut1on to the war eftort in oertaln sectlons ot thft min1ng oountry than outside 
influeno.' began to oramp hi s style ~ First onme the satte r of prlorltles. Mine operator. 
had to rata tU! going oonoer-na,. Iinoo e88~ry to tho war effort l1 ,. or they. could get little 
rellet in buy1ng suppllol y repa~r8 &nd replaoementa. UaualJy they couldn t. WPB en­
oouragod the bl, operators . disoouragod the little on08 (not alone In .1n~ng). :rhea the 
small miner had enough or an operation to rate a serlal numbor und.~ p.56,. he waa plagued 
by oontuslft8 and endless forma to tl11 out, nnd by exaspe~Btlng delays 1n obt~lnlng .uppI1e. 
and repalr •• 

Next oalDl rubber and 8a8o,11ne rationlng . These put a turther "orlmp" In ·the II11a11 
.1n.r and ,rospeotor who oouldn1t readily get tlres Cor rough mountain roads, Then Oa •• 
food r~~10n1n8. He oou1dn't 89 to the storls and froely buy staple grooerl •• for hl. Oa.,. 
Through all thls the •• &ll . alner (and othe~s not so aDall) wa' 'aylng,. In ettect, "nho In 
tu.rnatlon 11 ruaalng· ay .1ne? AlA 1 or COlaA ora.okpot, in ',In. ~M. ngton who knows no thins but 
pap.rwork! Doe. the 8overn.Qn~ r,ally want thege 9trat~gio ores anyw~y?n (How many time. 
has the wr.it.,. been a.sked the.e 1uostions ; ) Tho storles or dlrtlo~ltle~, ~~artaoh.s, 
delay.s. nnd hindrance, to tho war errortz ~f t he small ralning op8~ator8 that aame a. & 

result or alloged .stupidlty and l~ek of uJlde~standlng at mlnlns an~ 100al oondltlo~ by 
govornmont personnel kept coml llg from 0.11 d1rAct1ons , It was lmposslble to Donv1noe sao.ll 
miner. that KPB waS trying Il1pol'cona lly to rata strato8~o minora1 operations In proportion 
to tho1r oalou1ated va.lue to the wo.,. erro~t ~ Under- that formula • Ju.tlfled by \t·PB beoau.e 
at war eXlgenolee t.he s mo.ll m1nol' di dn 't rate l 'wherea,s the la.rge oporators did. 

Then, in the tall of 1,42 .. WPB t hr ow cu.t Bo ld m1n1ng all ovor the country. That knocked 
the laet stull tram under the small minor a.nd prospeotor, who could always .&~e beans 1t 
necessary on & gold atream~ It took his hole card ; lett hlm bare to the bree&e •• 

To those small .1ne operators who stuok to stratoalc m1nora1& through patriotls. or 
v1rtua1 neces81ty, the golng b.co.ma ·hardor and harder beoause or the los. or labor to hlgb 
pay Job. 1n the shipyards and othor War 1ndustries. It becaMI almost imposslble to get •• n 
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to haul ore, cut timber, and do me ch~nlcal and road work. In the min1ng country t here were 
l eft, fo r the most part, only the qui t e old men and the part1ally dI s abl ed. Sma ,~ ' 

a nd pros pocting vlrtuo.lly ceased, and "that 18 the present situat1on. 

Prom t he bo~lnnln8 WPB has taken the attitude that it could not gamble on war mineral 
~oductlon, t hat it must oncou rage the larg er operations becaua. ot their hl Bh e r e frlolenoy -
more tona ... por-rnan, t heir £reo.t or IIknow- how", t heir better organizatIon, their fl nanc i a l OOM­

potency, and bec au s o most of them had known orl re~erve .. So the l a rger op er a tio ns got the 
prioritios on ma t eri a l s a nd s upplies, alSO tho labor ~ that which did not l eave tor hi gher 
pey jo bs. It mi Cht be r emar kod t hnt tho l~r80 oompanies we re i n n po s 1tion to look atter 
t he ir own i nt e r es t s i n va riou s ways in Wa shington, whereas, the i ndividua l small m1ner 
coul d not. Although o.gc. i ns t over whelming odds , a very few memb ers of Congre s s troll lI.ining 
.ta too, a nd. con s plouou ~ ly . t he s mall miner. a.sociat1on in Arizona, kept ~llve 1n Wa shington 
t he cau s e of t ho oma ll mi no op erator. 

iiha t does t he nft or-th e -1I'ar pioture look llke , a8 it may afteot the slIo.ll· raine .. a nd 
pro s peotor ? Lo t ' s ma ke GOMe propheoies, Vost ma nufaoturing and the bulk ' of the ' pro~uotlon 
of mln er llls nnd oros w111 be, lIor e thnn ever, co nc entra ted in the larger operat in, Qo·. pa.nle. 
tor t hoy nro 1n 0. po sition to oonsolida te the ga1ns of variou8 klnd'. ~hey have made wlthin 
t ho emertjonoy period. The larger oompan.ioa are 'in ' and oan ' t get out; ·.the 11tt~e tello". 
are out a nd can't get in, or don 't wnnt In. The . lnrge .. compa.n1'tS, better ~h~n a ny othll' 
group, mo.y put into efreot a tttr tho war ne .. '!2a.nuta oturlns teohniqu •• , nl. p,roduotion.' 
It Yrinkle s ll a nd new research discoverios, all or which shoLll d ha ve a bearing on & oo a panyts 
~bility t9 surviv., they ohould a l so be In bettor pO Sition to protect tho ••• lv •• againat _ 
adverse trlnd. Suc h aa regimenta tion, exc' ~ 8 gover nmo nt l ntereerence, hi£h tax.I, dittloult 
lAbor r.lationD, a nd increalingly difficult competition. Wages, and ther.forl suppliel and 
raoll1tlO1, 'Will probably bo robUvely high in ooct ) ... her-on. the pri •• of ".tal., exoept 
8old, ,,111 be rllatlyely lower In prloe 0.1 oompared with pr osont qLlotatio~o. The price. or 
metals will go down cons iderably bofore the costl of tho l a bor a nd suppl1 •• d'911nt. 
Spea king g~ norally, the trend 80 ems toward oont1nuing eovlrn.ent , contrQ11 . 0r varioul kinds 
with lesloning ot looal control s und less freedoa or individua l action. 

wost importA.nt, nny wayan ') looka nt it, 18 the f rtf tng ·a,,&y of 0\lr good:, ol~-eQ.8hloned 

things cnlled II free en1ierprist " nnd ' IIp'riva te Inl tiative ,. aild ~: profl t . . ~otiV8' ~. · thl ' ~ enterprile" 
i s n ' t fr oe a.ny . more. lt ~ a hold baok . by a co~bino.tl on of anohors .uoh as sp.c1a~ regulation., 
and . dl!'-eotive., and oel11ng8, ' and limitations ' ot v~rlou. kinde. Priva.te In.ltlo.tlve has 
b ecome much subdued be oaust the inoe ntive ha. d1minl shod} freedom of uation haa been 'cur­
tailed by va riouS restriotlons. And t h e profit motive • • • • • well, we hnve t he motive lett, but 
not the pr of it. 

The dr on lD of prospectors nnd araall miner. linee t h e besianing has been the milking ot a 
.trike - of beoomine wealthy over nl ah t ~ of hnving mon ey with whioh to buy whatover the heart 
deSire., mon ey to provide Cor deoent nnd ooetortable old ago . Now, even the .o s t baokward 
prospector in a remote mountcin cabin know. that, it he should h1t the Jackpot, inoome taxe. 
would to.ke away 80St or his w1nnlng.. He n.ver heard of the eoonom10 lay or vaniahing returns 
but his le as ened aotivity demo nstra te. the la,,_ He reels that a pena lty hal been plaoed on 
pioneering ~ and hots ri ght. 

Aga.in, gold 1n the arter- tha-wnr period holds forth s ome a ttraction to the s mall Miner 
and pr09peotor, ,but on the whol e the future tOf' hi. is oerta inly not bright. It a stook .. 
filling law 18 pa.s.ed to lIQ. lntnin, for a timt, produotion or c:!o:uea t io mineralS tho. t oan be 
produood by the sma ll operators, the, l a tter .. 111 oarry on and pro sper - it s ome ot t h t pre.ent 
restriotions nnd impediments 1.postd by the goyernment onn Ju s t be lifted. Stockpi11ng or 
ore. for t u t '.J re emerg enoy oon sumptlon is sound it proptrly plannod a nd carri ~ d out. 'fhe 
idea mu s t be llovtn Into Cl. plnn Cor t he enoouP-agt •• nt or produo t ion ot the eoa!"oe doa.stlo 
ores . Co ngrt ss should be smart enough to se. thAt domestic produotion of d.(101enoy or •• , 
whilt probably uneoonom10 in pe ace time, aay make sense nevorthelesl and s hould bt enoouragtd. 
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It 1s common aena8 to subsIdize, if necessary, invostlgatlon, productlon,and aocumulat1on 
of deficienoy orea 1n plaoo timo, rather than walt until a war catch •• ua and then lubsl­
dlze them on the spur of the moment, whon overy other tacLllty •• have 1s taxed to the 11.lt. 
aut Qa ttars don't always go aooording to logio, Both the large oomp~ny oonsumers of oriti­
oal eaterial. tha~ .ere coming from forelgn SOUrces and the government ltsilf .ert guilty 
of letting us go far boyond tho danger point 1n thla war emorgency before putting 1n oCfeot 

adequate meaSures to try to produce similar or substitute domestio materials for the war 

eCCort_ During tho.t 'eul1ty poriod' t ho small miners and prospeotors, WantIng to get 1n 
nnd pitch, ~ere shouting t he ir hoads off; now, they are silent - too hungry to shout. 
L~ter, we hopo thoy come buck and eo into the hilla with J~y 1n their hearts, but ••••••••• 

Meantime, "AdiOS, old timers." •• • • • Anywa.y, "Hasta 13. vista." 

llPB !lEVISES lJINCRALS POLICY 

Tho ~f.:lr Production BoaTd issued a statement October 27, 1,43, reviewing the Board's 
aotlon restricting marginal minoral :>roductlon. '!'he Board has 6.otod bocause at three 
ohanged factors in tho minera.l 'Production progra.m, -these being Inoreased . ll1neral produotion, 
rev191d mi11tary requiremonts and n greater neod tor margin",l manpower than tor aA.rgin.:ll 111nerall. 

The ohler methods ot oonserving manpower 1n mlnera.l production h.:lve boen: 

(1) Allooating soldier! who havI been releasod to tho Enlisted aesorvo Corp. (a •• 111 a. 
other la.b~r) under ~ system ot mine lnbor prior1ties. 

(2) Conserving the uSI of critioal Qaterials and equipment, and produot,lon ot .. hloh 
requires. labor, nnd 

(3) Utlli&ing manpower 1n the mining, industry in such a mnnnor &1 to produoe the rl­
qulrad amount of minerals with tho mlnimum number ot oon. By the ••• ea.n., la.bor oa.n be most 
.fftotively t",ployed to atta.in tho goals or the "munt pro grail.". 

Acoordingly, the rollowing aotions have boeh taken: 

(1) The Produotion Exeoutivl Committee has deoided that aCter stookp1le. ' ot terro-a.lloy. 
(vana.dium, tungsten, molybdenum, oob a.lt, etc.) re~ch reoommended levels, domestio production 
and imports wll1 be kept in bala.noe , ~lth the ~hen our~ent consumption~ This .. ill 1nsur. ~ 
lupply of forro ~ n lloys adequnte to meet the needs of the war a.n~ avoid e~cess1ve aooumula.t1on. 
whioh would be costly both in dollnrs and manpo wer. In this conneotion, arra.ngements have betn 
mude tor reducing thl government purch~ses of aortain ferro~alloy minerals. 

(2) Premiua prices In the B range ha ve bea n donied to load mines not already opera.ting, And 
to load mine. having & lo~ labor productivity and located in a.reas in wh1ch ' there is serloua 
shortnge of labor. 

(3) Premium prioes 1n tho B ~nd C ranges h~ve bear. der.1ed to zinc mines not already opor­
ating, and to zin~ mines having a low labor productivity end located in areas 1n wh10h there is 
serious shortcgo of labor. 

(4) Tho Qovernment is not now flna.ncing new zinc projects. 

(~) It has been determlned thnt no now government purohase oontrnots should be entered 
into Cor the import of ohemical ohrom1te, vanad1um and cobalt. 

(6) Operations in low-grade chrome m1n os in Uontana are to be put 1n standby condition 
and labor is to be diverted to minea producing aoro oritically noeded ainerall. 

(7) Contracts with tho la~8er domostic gra9h1to co&paniea are to be cnnoaled; the .ines 
of tho~e oompa nies nro to be hold In a stato ot read1n esa for tho duration ot the war nnd no 
aore graphite 1. to bo .tookod by them. 
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(8) Domestio production and 1mports of morcury f or the year 1,4q for both private 
and government purohase are 81th to be roduoed to a pprox1mately 70 p~rcent of the 1,4, 
amount. 

(,) The productlon of ~uuxlt. 1n Arkansas by the three major producers 11 being 
sharply cut. 

Thea8 admin i strative ~otlon~ have been called for by th e nee d to dlreot national ettort 
to attain m&xlqum ovor - all output 1n ~n e ll - out war. The ~l ne r a l Rosouroes Operatlna 
Committe. 18 perlodlc~lly r oview1ng oach m1 l\c r~1 to do~orQlnc the supply rate that should 
be plannod 1n ordor to meet requiroments Q!ld ~ tockpl1. obJcctlvo3, Administrative aotion 
wl11 be taken from ti me to time on ~peclrlc ansas to mc~t theso obJootlves and ln keeping 
with the basia min o r~ l8 a nd manpower polici es a stabli ~hod by tho Co ngress and the Pres1dent, 
eLnd the dlreotives 1ssued by t ho Chu.irmnn .. ~tlc! t ho Exocutive Vico Cha lrll'l~n of the War Pro­
duotlon Board .. 

THr.y ~ ,'.1 D 

The history of the severa l effort:; 'o1hich ha.ve been mnde to get preliminary 
pl~nt8 for the production of a lualna fr om clay into exlstonco is a record ot 
delay a nd dl'appointment. Although such dovelopment should havo beln started 
more than 2 yea.rs ago, it has not yet beGun, and there is no evidenco aa oC thi. 
hour to 1ndicate it ever will be bogun on a sc a le that w111 insuro national 
secur1ty of an a.lumi nu.m. Duppl.Y 1n th o faoo of any war rovorses. 

Fro. speech by Hon. Ha.rrls Ellsworth of Oreeon on ' ''Tho Aluminum Situation" delivered in the 
Houae of Representatlves, October 27, 1,4). 

* .. 
I doubt it the morta.lity rate 1n 10g1tlmate mlnlng enterprises 1s any 

greater than 1n tarmin8, aanutaoturlng, railroading or any other rield. I 
tlol 11noere11' that to vlew lIining as a pa.rt ot a matured .conomy 1a to COl.ll'"t 
di.a.ter. To depend alone upon a centralized govern.antal control ot develop­
mint at natural r •• ouro •• 1s to sacrlticL the sp1r1t ot endeavor which 1s our 
heritage from the founding fathers. 

Allan S. Rlohardson, Securitles Comm1.aioner, State ot Colorado, .peach before Tho National 
As.oola~lon ot S.ouritl,. Commls110ners, a8 quoted 1n Min1ng Congro8s Journal, Octob.r, l,q, • ... 

I belleve that mlnlng requlres more courage than any other ocoupation. 
It 18 like shooting 1n tbe dark from one round to another, tor ono oannot see 
Inside the Mother Earth. An individual who opens up a prospeot req~lr.s courage 
and vlsion. That, is why we must onc ourage new miners and ronder 80010Bloal, 
metallurg1oal, and m1n1n8 hel, - a8 well a8 f1nancial a1d when adv1sable ~ 

A. C. D. in Deco TrefOil, October, 1,.4). 

**. 
A tlme there waa when ooln overywhore freely circulated on the basis of 

1ts weight and flnenes8 • . RegardleG:; of ml ntage, whether pistolo or gulnea, 
louis, Clorin or thaler, It was 'placed on the scales, Its weight and value de­
termIned, and 1t crossed all bordors with n~ questions raised becau~e all know 
that an ou.nco oJ gold or an . ounce of Silver still wei ghod 480 grains on either 
aide or any tront.ior. Here, then, waS genuine "monnaie oourante,11 ~hleh all 
und.rctood and all aooept ed, east and wost, rIc~ and poor allka, ~ach w1th the 
modium best suIted to hls needs. It that syat e~ workod, and work it did, why 
not restore it? 

nGo Back to Hard 
traoting ReView, 

Money Which 1. Wha.t the People Want" by Rene Leon in lUning and Con­
September )0, 1,4,. 

*** 
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The luno}-lcon was c.dd rossed by Brig. GIn " Ray Hays, Adjutant Ceneral or 
California , wh o urged th o mining industry to exert overy .tfort toward a d. ~ 

oentrnlltatlon of govcrn~cnt. General Hay. trc.ced the dlvelop.ent ot our 
presont bur"uor~tl0 oe ntrallzation over n period ot 20 year. Bnd laid much 
or the bl&mo to"r tho start toward present oonditione upon the counties I 
w1111ngnos8 to !Jh1ft their responsibilit1es upon the state. and upon tbe 
latter ' s de s ires to seek Federal aid 1n order to avoid notioeable taxation. 
A return tq the assumption of 11.1 own r"ponslbl11t16. by eaoh politioal sub ­
div1s1on must t ake place before the threat ot complete Gentral1zatlon la 
averted, Gcne r nl Hays warned, 

Speech at meetlng of 
September 16, 1,43. 

Board of Governors, Californla Ch~ptor, 
Mining Congress Journal, Ootobor, 1943 • 

••• 

A. U. c. , San Fr~noi o oo, 

In 1942 ( c ~lcndar year), 54 million ounces of silver 'l7ere prod1lced In 
the Unitad Statos . Tho United Sta tos Treasury purohased 47.8 ml1110n oune ? 
of the G.omes tio SilvaI', and durins tho first ha lf of t he year it bought al&o 
small quantities of CoraiBn s ilver - - 14 million ounce s . The Tre~sury t 9 

tota l p~rchasos in 1?42 were thus 62 mIllion ounces. Actu~l eross Indys trial 
oon gumpt1o!l (tab l e 2) was ostlmated at 121 million ounce s. most. of wh ich was 
obta,i nod from fmport~ or -stooks. 

In addit ion to industrial consumption, the Government i tse lf consuoed 
n l a rge quantity of silver during 1942 in th o manufaotur. of 8ubsldl&ry ooln •• 
Tho precise fi gure 1s not ava1lable; 1n the fiscal y ear 191.2 the quantity 80 

t;lon ~u lJlc d W0.8 91 million ounoes (including 12 mil110n ounoes of cilvor minted COl'" 
forel gn countrios). Aosumina tha t tho same amount was minted In oa lendar year 
1942, t he tot~l industri a l and ooinage con sumption In t ha t yonI' ~a. about 212 
million ounoes. Deflcits we re dra.wn .frOIl! s t ocks , partly from those hold by the 
TI'"easury end partly from t he stock plle acquired by th e Ue t als Reserve Company. 

Thus f ar (through June ) in 1,4), both dome stic production and import. haY. 
dee lined. Tota l re~ulremonts, howevel'" , are expeoted to be larger than 'n 1942. 
It haa been ' G ti m~t.d that the Industri ~l consumption, both for 8trat~81c and 

~on,s8ontlal produot_, wl11 be Cr~m 159 to 16, mlll10 n ouncel , including about 
)0 ml1110n ouncoa for none s sential purpos es. If oolno.ge requirements In the 
oa.lenda. r year 1,43 should be t he aam. ,1.8 1n th~ fiscal yeur 1,42.9 namely 91 
million nunces, tho tota l requlre~ents for industrial use a nd coinage would b. 
some where between 250 and 260 mlilion ounces. Even it all consumption tor non­
essential purposes were to ~ bo eliminated, it ~ould s till be noc essary to draw 
on exi s tina stocks for supplies. 

From uSI1ver in Warti •• " by statf of United Stat os " a.riff CommiS Sion publ1 shed Septelllber, 194). 



De:oember TI!~ OR~. - BI N 

THIS CHRISTliAS 

TillS IS TH ~ MOST SOBERING CHRISTMAS SINCE THE FIRST ONE , NIN~TEEN HUNDR ~D 

,'OR TY-THRH YE ~RS AGO. 

AT NO OTH~R CHRISTMAS TI ME HAVE THERE BEEN SO liANY ALLEGE DLY CIVILIZED 

NA TIOllS , ~IlTH SO MANY I.IrLLI ON SOLDIERS, ALL so CO~PLETELY EQUIPPED nTH ffE AP' :No 

O~ D~S T RUCTI O N, AN D ALL so HIGHLY AND SC I ENTIFICAL LY TRAiNE D IN TH E BUSINESS " ' 

MUR DER , LOC KE D IN DEADLY COMBAT ON SO MANY FRONTS. 

,, :.:vIm B~FORE IN HI STORY HAVE so MANY !JILLI ON CIVI LIANS IN THE 7I ORLD BF.f.N 

CIVI NG 'I'HEI R DAILY EPFORTS, TH EI R \10RLDLY ~OODS , TH EIR tNC OllES , AND THE NATURA; 

iH:sc,.unc::s t.. NO RA~1 )UTER I ALS OF TH EIR COUNTRI E: S - IN TAg USE LES S, O.:CEUERATi.<: ·J't!H.~ 

CALUD W,\R, 

'fHE LIE, IT S EEIIS, IS GIVEN TO THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR CIVI LIZATI ON, WHEN,.1I TH 

I, LL CUR VAUNTED LOGIC, OUR SCIENCE, oun CODES 0 )' DEC ENCY AND OUR RELIGI ON , " 

,!!;;CK I S 1I0 T PROVIDED AGAIN ST THE I ND I VI DUAL ,\SCENDANC Y OF ~N ANBH I OUS IAADIlr.N -

'; C; 'l CK~ ~1R{JBER - TH AT LE D TO THE ULTIMATE MAELS TROM OF WORLD CONF'L1CT INT O ]fHl eH 

i~; lIt,V>; D.E N CAST . THE CARNAGE OF THIS liAR I S AN EVEN GREAT~R CRIME AGUNST TH E 

jJA~lC CONC EPT OF RELIGI ON TH AN I T I S AGAINS T THE ESSENCE OF CIVILIZATI ON. WE 

EXP~C T MORro ~ROM Ri:LIGIOUS TRAI NI NG, DUT NO T FROLI CIVILIZ ATI ON· JUDGING BY THE 

HIS'rOIlY OF P AS T CENTUHl?S. 

TH~N WHERE OO~S THE DU'FICULTY LIE ? I S IT WITH RE LI CIOIl1 NO. 

TH,i\E 15 NOTHING EItHER IN TH:: CHRISTIAN RE LIC I ON OR IN THE ME ANIIIG OF Tm; 

GOLDE N RUL?; OF HUMAN ITY THAT ilOULD HAVE DEURRED TH E COMBINED CIVIL RU LERS OF 

EURon ;'R OM TAKING SCHI CU LGRUBE R DY THE SCHUF,' OF TilE NECK AN D SETTLING HI S C,\S,£ 

;.D OUT 1937, IN 'rHE LIGHT OF THE SIUCE ... OEYONS'l'RATl!:U CitB!E: THAT !'lAS IN THl: L4.A01~AN ~ S 

HEAR T III TH OS E YEARS. THE TRO UBLE I SN'T '01TH RELIGI ON , IT 'S NITH THAT QU I RK OF 

HUII"1I lIA'<'UHl:: TII AT C AUS~S MA N TO SHIRK RESPOilSIDlLITI ;;S , TO TAKE THE PATH OF LEAST 

aES I ST"IICE, TO ?riOCRASTINATE. 

LET' S HA VE MORE OLD-FASH I ONED RE LIGI ON , MORE COURAGE - AIID MORE CHRIS TIJASES 

Ao Of' YORE, WITH PEACE AlID GOOD WILL TO ALL MEN AS TH~ UND ERLYING SENTlIJ.EN T. 

THAT IS OUR PRAYER . 

EARL K. NIXON AND THE STAPF OF 

THE OllEGON DEPARTMENT 0,' GEO LOGY 

AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES 
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