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THE SMALL MINER - FINISH!

There's an old time miner's song that begins, "CGh, the miners came in forty-nine..."
and with occasional reference to strong drink and indelicate women, it carries on through
several stanzas with the 111t, lingo, and lurid deviltry of an early day gold camp. It
isn't a song one sings in mixed company, but it goes big at engineers' stag smokers. The
writer, as a cub englneer, first heard it on the Mesabi and Michigan jron ranges many years
ago. In the last dozen ycars, since living in the west, we’ve heard the song more often, It's
the same old song, not altered a hair; but its herces, the miners - Lawd, how dey's changed!

More than once in very recent years ~ sinee the coming of OPA, and WFA, and'l?B, and
0D%, and PAYH, and WMC, and the other oft-damned, trinomial centrivances - the writer has
paused by the trall into Sailor Diggins or some other fabulous gold strike locality, and
tried to re-create in his mind the conditions that brought fame to the spot, Like as not
some sourdough got "likkered up" and talked about his find, There was a staumpede., And,
brother, in those days, whether the stampede was across forty or four hundred miles of
country, the miners were not deterred one whit by prohibition or act, natural or otherwise,
of God or man - least of all by any such unborn innovations as gas rationing, Job freezing,
tire shortages, food coupons, high labeor rates, directives, quotas, limitations, priorities,
fear of income taxes, or by any cther of the present day impsdiments to the exercise of
private enterprise. We've tried deliberately to conjure up a picture of these old-time
miners, mentioned in the song, negotiating for a copper quota; being told by an RFC engineer
how %o run their diggings; trying to get o priority on drill steel; quibbling with a ration
board about gas, tire, and food rations; paying most of the gold from a bonanza find in
income taxes; making out old age compensation forms; or being told by a "callow collegian"
in the War Manpower Commission that they are frozen to their jobs and can't go down the
trall whenever they goddam please, We ocan't picture them., You try 1t,

If the essence of this yarn is the passing of the small miner, let's try to be logical
and dispassionate, and see whether he was any good in the beginning = whether he is worth
keeping, If not, then let's bury him - with his boots on as he would have liked; if he
IS worth keeping, let's carry on with all vigor to set the stage for his triumphant return
as soon as the present terrible conditions are over,

They say that the early day miner with his pick, pan, sow-belly, and burro "made" the
west, that is, the so-called western mining states, We don't know; no one can prove the
point as an engineer would prove a methematical formula. But it's certain that sourdough
prospeotors, gold miners and other miners had a lot to do with the moving about, hither and
yon, of quite sizeable chunks of population - as when word of a new Klondike, or Comstock,
or Alder Gulch, or"find"on the Mother Lode, travelled along the grapevine. And how many
thriving communities between the Mississippi and the Sierra Nevadas germincted from a few
stragglers that fell by the wayside on their trek toward a gold fortune in California
around the middle of the last century? The number is legion.
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The old time miners were individuclists; each went about his business in his own way;
each knew exactly what he wanted, There was little indeclision; in faect, there was much truth
in the saying about "the quick and the dead"; as evidence, read the ages on tombstones in
many of the old "Boot Hill" cemeteries from southern Oregon to the southern Mother Lode,

In those days there was sound basis for individual initiative - there was real incentive -
incentive to work hard end if necessary to take personal risks., The race was what one made
it «nd the reward was ample if one "struck it". e hear you say facetlously to us, "Then
how would you like to swap the present for the past, and go back to those "good old days!
when men were men, when women wore dresses, when price had some relation to a willing buyer
and a willing seller, when....?" Of course, we'd hedge a minute before answering, but we'd
say quickly that, whatever you may think of those good old days of the dim past, the pres-
ent set-up in mining lecaves a whole Hell of a lot to be desired.

But, through the years, conditions have changed for the small miner. (By small miner
ve mean from singlc prospector to little "mine" with three or four workmen.) In the early
days t':v individual miners formed groups for protection against Indians, thieves, and rack-
ctecers; a little later, as the ores became leaner or the mines went beyond windlass depth,
miners formed assoclations and companies in order to make the diggings pay. Such groups,
at least some of them, were the beginnings of some of the big-name mining corporations and
bonanza operations that are known today. So even the large mining corporations owe a debt
to the small miner, As a rule, they encourage the little fellow to carry on. At one time
or another, miners go prospecting on their own., They sometimes find little mines and some
of the little mines make big ones., W&hen pickings are slim the small wminer and prospector
frequently pgo back to work at the established mines, and the mine operators are pleased
with this urrungement, It has been an adage that prospectors and miners "find" mines, but
that engineers and tho larger mining companies "make" the mines, Regardless of who “"made"
them, it probably 4is true that most of the hard rock, precious metal mines were discovered
by the small miner or prospector.

Various persons have said, in effeoct, '"The bonaAnzas have all been found; the pros-
pector and small miner are through; mines in the near future will mainly be 'developed' by
the larger companies from the marginal deposits or from 'big low grades', or on technology,
where the little fellow hasn't a chance,” We agree that the trend is definitely in that
direction; that the "good lijtle mine"™ is becoming harder and harder to [ind, and that the
very greet bulk of all minersl and ore production comes, and will continue to come, from
the largor mines, DBut we will fight 'till Hell freezes solid for the small miner or pros-
pector who has the guts, or the stupidity, or the cunning, or the asininity, or the clair-
voyance, or the inspiration, or whatever 1t takes to drive with main rtrength and awkward-
ness, and at his own exponse, a drift that the writer 2s a supposedly competent engineer
might not reccommend that his client drive. Inconsistent, you say? Not at all., The con-
genital and indefeasible right of every Ameriocan ocitizen - acting on the profit motive =~
to make a damn fool or a millicnaire of himself by poking & tunnel inte any hill on free
range where his fancy dictates, 1s, in the writer's opinion, the very ossence of free
enterprise, which in turn is the essence of Ameriganism, If that isn't worth standing up
for, then we had better try to give the whole business back to the Indians. Private enter-
prise and the profit incentive built this country, and when anyone, any group, agency, or

entity tries to repress the operation of these two basic American concepts, the motives of
such persons or groups should be meticulously scrutinized.

About this last-of-the-bonanza matter - we recall hearing in recent years from the 1lips
of one of the Holmes brothers the story of the finding and developing of the famous Silver

Queen mine near o Jave, Californis, by himself and three partners, Iihen the news got around
the property was promptly sold for a million dollars to onc of the largest gold companies,
the small miners profiting hugely. A few other instances of the last ten years could be
cited, The persen who thinks that all the bonanzas have been found does not take into oon-
sideration extensive areas of potential mineralized ground in the mountainous and inacces-
sible corners of the West,
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As to the small miner's worth, he i1s very much a part of the local economy in a
mining community. Through_the years he has been buying his grub and supplies from the
local stores, In 1930 a statistical survey wes made in the Grants Pass, Oregon, com=
munity to determine what the small miners' dollars meant in retall stores, When the re-
sults of a canvass of 80% of the establishments were footed up, the total (well over
$600,000.) was so large the canvass was discontinued, It was thought that the public
would receive any such amazing figure with gkeptielsm, Even so, many thousands of
dollars in cash purchases by miners werc omitted from the figures, as there was no separate
record or sagragation eof them.

There gre a few mineral procducts to which the small miner's style of opcration is
particularly adapteds, tilca is one of these., It comes ln small bunches and "pockets"
and 1s thereare muinly = small miner's proposition, Hard roek chromite i1s another,
Quicksilver 4o . third, Alamost invarjably, quicksilver mines ere discovered by pros-
pectors by panning and "pocket hunting", A smart miner oczcn meke a '""shoestring getaway"
by cobbing out and retorting high-grade quicksilver ore., Sometimes one turns up a
property where o furncce must be installed, Thet requires {inancing and a technieal
everation beyond the ability of most small miners. However, the cetual and total
contribution of the prospector and small miner to the mining industry is eut of all
proportion to the dollar value of his product in comparison with the industry total.
That fact 1s too commonly forgotten,

As to whether the prospector and small miner are worth saving - no one exoept the
least informed has any doubt, They are. Il for ne ether recson than thelr past record
and contributions, the little fellows, as an institution, are worthy of their niche in
the hall of the immertals, In the war elfort, they have in their way responded as well
prepertionately as the big fellews, although under great difficulties.

Granted that the small miner has earned his "keep', let's follow him rapidly threugh
the last twenty ycars, study his habits a bit, and try to flgure a way of getting him back
as soon as possible,

In the early "20's" he did rather well., Times were average, wages were average, and
prices of metals were average. In the late "20's" mining incentive, in the form ol higher
prices for oras or metals, became more evident, but both wages and cost of supplies went
up proportionally. However, as most people had mency to invest and wanted really quick
action, they put thelr money largoly in securities, the day-to=day prices of which they
could watch in the newspapers. Nevertheless, money fer small mining was ample, se the
prospector and small miner thrived.

Then came the crash ef 1929, almost everybedy lost money; security and metal prices
hit bottom. iiuch of the incentive for small mining vanished, except in the case of gold.
Geld saved the day. We have seen ex-bankers, ex-brokers, ex-bend-salesmen, and ex-
almest-everything werking with plck, shevel, and recker er long tom on the gold streams
in various parts of the west, These people stayed off relief and, as they put it,
retained avery lota of their self-respect as well as their hcalth., The sight of a man,
obviously a former exeocutive, professional man, or technician, swapping a few penny-
weights of gold dust [or pancake flour, beans, salt pork, and tobaceco in a wayside store
in the gold country, gave an observer a blt of insight into a corner of the true Ameri-
can character, and revived one's faith in it., That kind of character Just won't be licked.
The seasoned sourdough helped the greenhorn; some mutual respect was developed, no one
starved,

In 1935 the price of gold was upped to $35. per fine ounce, and that acted as a
tremendous stimulant both to big and small gold operations, Then came the early years of
World War II - 1938, 1939, and 1940, It was plain that in the event of the United States'
getting into 1t, the country would be woefully short of reserves of a considerable 1list of so-
called strategic ores, Should we develop limited and sub~marginal domestiec deposits, or buy for-
eign ores? The Federal buying agencies preferred the cheaper and higher-grade foreign ores. The
larger domestioc consumers did, too, for some of them had substantlal foreign holdings., So the Pederal
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azgencles called for bids, Some contracts were let, but precious little ore was delivered,
Domestie operutors, mainly little fellows, were out of the running with fow exceptions.
lietals Reserve Company heguh raising the price of stratogic ores a little in the late summer
of 1941 but only on substantial contract deliveriocs, The small chrome and manganese pro-
ducers were susplcious of contracts, and couldn't finance production facilities to meet the
cortracts anyway.

The Jolt of Pearl Harbor left the small miners = such as the chrome operators of
morthern California and southern Oregon - anxious to produce stratcgic ores. They were
Just fit to be tied. The going ore prices wers too low to permit them to produce, They
thought the government wasn't interested in their small contributiorns, In late February
1942 Metals Reserve Company_agreed to the establishment of the first four stockpiles for
the loeal purchase of chromite in truck=load lots dirsnt from small miners and prospectors,
In May those purohasé depots got going. Since that time, similar local strategic-ore
purchase depots have been installed in various parts of the country from North Careclina
to the west coast

Neither tho letals Reserve Company nor the sponsors of the local stockpile iuca (whieh
included the writer) anticipated that the tonnages of ores to be delivered by the small
operators would be tremendous It was believcd however that the nuisance and cost of pur-
chasing the ores would be well compensated by the favorable effect on both miner and citi-
zen morale in all parts of the mining country, and that the strateglec ores purchased, de=-
pending on the then<increasing submarine menace, might have valus out of all proportion to
the effort of obtalning them. The submarine menace finally diminished, but otherwise the
local purchase-depot program worked out about as expected. The smnll miners and prospectors
hit for the hills. And wers they proud when telling of getting out a few tons of high-grade
chromite : enough to alloy the steel for a couple of tamks or a dozen airplanes!

But no sooner did the government make it possible for the small mineor to0 make his
contribution to the war effort in certain sectlons of the mining country than outside
influences began to cramp his style. First came the matter of priorities, Mine operators
had to rate as golng concerns, ‘necessary to the war effort", or they could get little
relief in buying supplies, repairs and replacements. Usually they couldn t. WPB en-
couraged the big operators; discouraged the little ones (not alene in mining). ¥hen the
small miner had enough of an opsration to rate a serial number under P-56, he was plagued
by confusing and endless forms to fill out, and by exasperating delays in obtcining supplies
and repairs.

Next came rubber and gasoline rationing. These put a further “aerimp" in the small
miner and prospestor who couldn't readily get tires for rough mountain roads, Then ocame
food rationing., He couldn't gp to the stores and freely buy staple groceries for his camp.
Through all this the small miner (and others not so small) was saying, in effect, "iho in
turnation 13 running my mine? Am I or some craokpot in Washington who knows nothing but
paperwork? Does the government really want thcse strateglic ores anyway?" (How many times
has the writer been asked these questions:) The stories of diffioulties, heartaches,
delays, and hindrances to the war efforts nf the small mining operators that came as a
result of alleged stupidity and laek of understunding of mining and local conditions by
government personnel kept coming from ull directions It was impossible to convince small
miners that #PB was trying imporsonally to rate stratogic mineral operations in proportion
to their caloulated wvalue to the war effort. Under that formula = Justified by WPB because
of war exigenoles < the small miner didn't rate, whereas the large cperators did.

Then, in the fall of 1942, WPB threw cut gold mining all over the country. That knocked
the last stull from under the small miner and prospector, who could always make beans if
necessary on a gold stream. It took his hole card; left him bare to the breezes,

To those small mine operators who stuck to strategic minerals through patriotism or
virtual necessity, the going became harder and harder because of the loss of labor to high
pay Jjobs in the shipyards and other war industries, It became almost impossible to get men
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to haul ore, cut timber, and do mechanical and road work. In the mining country there were
lelft, for the most part, only the quite old men and the partially disabled., Sma’
and prospecting virtually ceased, and that is the present situation.

From the beginning WPB has taken the attitude that it could not gamble on war mineral
production, that it must encourage the larger operations because of their higher efficliency -
more tons-per=man, their greater "know-how", their better organization, their financial com-
petency, and because most of them had known ore reserves, So the larger operations got the
prioritiocs on materials and supplies, also the labor = that which did not leave for higher
pay Jobs. It might be remarked that the large companies were in a position to look after
their own intercsts in various ways in Washington, whereas, the individual small miner
could not. Although ageinst overwhelming odds, a very few members of Congress from mining
states, and, conspicuously, the small miners association in Arizona, kept alive in Washington
the cause of tho small mine operator,

iihat does the after-the-war ploture look like, as it may affect the small miner and
prospector? Lot's make some prophecies, Most manufacturing and the bulk of the production
of minerals and oros will be, more than ever, concentrated in the larger operating companies
for they aro in a position to consolidate the gains of warious kinds they have made within
the emergensy period, The larger companies are 'in' and can't get out; the little fellows
are out and can't get in, or don't want in., The larger companles, better than any other
group, may put into effect after the war new manulfacturing techniques, new production
"wrinkles" and new researoh discoveries, all of which should have a bearing on a company's
ability to survive; they should also be in better position to protect thomselves against.
adverse trends such as regimentation, excess government interference, high taxes, diffiocult
labor relations, and increasingly difficult competition. Wages, and therefore supplies and
facilities, will probably be relatively high in cost; whereas the price of metals;, except
gold, will be relatively lower in price as compared with present quotations. The prices of
metals will go down considerably before the costs of the labor and supplies decline.
Speaking generally, the trend seems toward continuing government controls of various kinds
with lessening of local controls and less freedom of individual action,

kost important, any way one looks at it, i1s the feding away of our good, old-fashioned
things called '"free enterprise" und‘“piivate initiative" and “profit moetive'. The "enterprise”
isn't free any,noie. It's held back by a combination of anchors such as spehial regulations,
and directives, and ceilings, and limitations of various kinds. Private initiative has
become much subdued because the incentive has diminished; freedom of action has been cur=-
talled by various restrictions. And the profit motive.....well, we have the motive left, but
not the prorit,

The droam of prospectors and small miners since the begimning has been the making of a
strike - of becoming wealthy over night, of having money with which to buy whatever the heart
desires, moncy to provide for decent and comfortable old age, Now, even the most backward
prospector in a remote mountain cabin knows that, if he should hit the Jackpot, income taxes
would take away most of his winnings., He never heard of the economic law of vanishing returns
but his lessened activity demonstrates the law, He feels that a penalty has been plcoced on
ploneering ~ and he's right,

Again, gold in the after=-the-war period holds forth some attraction to the small miner
and prospector, but on the whole the future for him is certainly not bright, If a stock-
piling law is passed to maintaln, for a time, production of domestic minerals that can be
produced by the small operators, the latter will carry on and prosper = if some of the present
restriotions and impediments imposed by the government can Just be lifted, Stockpiling of
ores for future emergency consumption is sound if properly planned and carried out., The
idea must be woven into a plan for the encouragement of production of the soarce domestic
ores, Congress should be smart enough to see that domestic production of defliciency ores,
while probably uneconomic in peace time, may make sense nevertheless and should be encouraged.
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It 1s common sense to subsidize, if necessary, investigation, production,and accumulation

of deflciency ores in peace time, rather than wait until a war catches us and then subsi-
dize them on the spur of the moment, when every other facility we have is taxed to the limit.
But matters don't always go according to logiec. Both the large company consumers of eriti-
cal materials that were coming from foreign sources and the government itself were guilty

of letting us go far beyond the danger point in this war ecmergency before putting in effect
adequate measures to try to produce similar or substitute domestic materials for the war
effort. During that 'guilty period’' the small miners and prospectors, wanting to get in

and pitch, vwere shouting their heads off; now, they are sllent - too hungry to shout.

Later, we hope they come back and go into the hills with jpy in their hearts, but.i.c.ceees

Meantime, "Adios, old timers." .....Anyway, "Hasta la vista." E.K.N
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WPB REVISES MINERALS POLICY

The ¥ar Production Board issued a statement October 27, 1943, roviewing the Board's
action restricting marginal mineral »roduction. The Board has aoted because of three
ochanged factors in the mineral production program, these being increased mineral produsction,
rovised military requirements and a greater need for marginul manpower than for marginal minerals.

The chief methods of conserving manpower in mineral production have been:

(1) Allocating soldiere who have been released to the Enlisted Resorve Corps (as well as
other labor) under & system of mine labor priorities.

(2) Conserving the use of critical materials and equipment, and production of which
requires labor, and

(3) Utilizing manpower in the mining industry in such a manner as to produce the re-
quired amount of minerals with the minimum number of men., By these means, labor can be most
effectively employed to attain the goals of the "must programs’.

Acoordingly, the following actions have boeh taken:

(1) The Production Executive Committee has decided that after stockpiles of ferro-alloys
(vanadium, tungsten, molybdenum, cobalt, etc.) rezch recommended levels, domestic production
and imports will be kept in balance with the then current consumption. This will insure &
supply of ferro-alloys adequate to meet the needs of the war and avoid excessive accumulations
which would be costly both in dollars and manpower, In this connection, arrangements have been
made for reducing the government purchases of certain ferro=alloy minerals,

(2) Premium prices in the B range have been denied to lead mines not clready operating, and
to lead mines having a low labor productivity and located in areas in which there is serious
shortage of labor.

(3) Premium prices in the B and C ranges heove beer deried to zinc mines not already oper-
ating, and to zinc mines having a low labor productivity znd located in areas in which there 1s
serious shortzge of labor,

(4) The Government is not now financing new zinc pro jects.

(5) 1t has been determined that no new government purchase contracts should be entered
into for the import of chemical chromite, vanadium and cobalt.

(6) oOperations in low-grade chrome mines in Liontana are to be put in standby condition
and labor 4s to be diverted to mines producing more oritically nceded minerals.

(7) Contracts with the larger domestic grashito companies are to be canceled; the mines
of these companies are to be held in a state of readiness for the duration of the war and ne
more graphite 1s to be stecked by them,
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(8) Domestic production and imports of mercury for the year 1944 for both private
and government purchase are esach to be reduced to approximately 70 percent of the 1943
amount.

(9) The production of bLauxite in Arkansas by the three major producers is being
sharply ocut.

These administrative actions have been called for by the nced to direct natiomal effort
to attein meximum over=all output in an zll-out war, The Mineral Resources Operating
Committee is periodically reviewing cach mincrul to determine the supply rate that should
be plannod in order to mecet requirements und stockpile objectives, Administrative action
will be taken from time to time on specific cases to meet these objectives and in keeping
with the basic mincrals and manpower policlcs cstablished by the Congress and the President,
and the direotives 1ssued by the Chairman ancd the Executive Vice Chairman of the War Pro-

duction Board.
Ao el e ek dode e

THEY SaID

The history of the several cfforts which have been made to get preliminary
plants for the production of alumina from clay into existence is a record of
delay and disappointment. Although such development should have been started
more than 2 years ago, it has not yet begun, and there 1s no evidence as of this
hour to indicate it ever will be begun on a scale that will insure national
seourity of an aluminum supply in the face of any war revorses,

From speech by Hon, Harris Ellsworth of Oregon on "The Aluminum Situation” delivered in the
House of Representatives, October 27, 1943.

ek

I doubt if the mortality rate in legitimate mining enterprises is any
greater than in farming, manufacturing, railroading or any other field, I
feol sincerely that to view mining as a part of a matured economy is to court
disaster. To depend alone upon a centralized governmental control of develope
ment of natural resources is to sacrifice the spirit of endeavor which is our
heritage from the founding fathers,

Allan S, Richardson, Securities Commissioner, State of Colorado, speech before The National
Associatlion of Securitles Commissioners; as quoted in Mining Congress Journal, October, 1943.

EEE

I believe that mining requires more courage than any other ocoupation.
It 1s like shooting in the dark from one round to another, for one eannot see
inside the Mother Earth. An individual who opens up a prospect requires courage
and vision. That is why we must oncourage new miners and ronder geological,
metallurgical, and mining help = as well as financial ald when advisable.

A. C. D, in Deco Trefoil, October, 1943,

L

A time there was when coin everywhere freely circulated on the basis of
its weight and fineness. Regardless of mintage, whether pistole or guinea,
louis, florin or thaler, it was placed on the scales, its weight and value de-
termined, and 1t crossed all borders with no questions raised because all know
that an ounce of gold or an.ounce of silver still weighed 480 grains on either
side of any frontier. Here, then, was genuine “monnalie courante," which all
understood and all accepted, east and west, rich and poor alike, each with the
modium best sulted to hils needs. If that system worked, and work 1%t did, why
not restore 1t?

"Go Back to Hard Money Which is What the People Want" by Rene Leon in Mining and Con-

tracting Review, September 30, 1943, .
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The luncheon was addressed by Brig. Gen. Ray Hays, Adjutant General of
Calilfornia, who urged the mining industry to exert overy effort toward a de-
centralization of governmen%, General Hays traced the development of our
presont buretuczraotic sentralization over a period of 20 years and laid much
of the blamo for the start toward present conditions upon the counties!
willingness to shift their responsibilities upon the states and upon the
latter's desires to seek Federal aid in order to avoid noticeable taxation.

A return t¢ the assumption of its own responsibilities by each political sub-
division must take place before the threat of complete sentralization is
averted, General Hays warned,

Speech at meeting of Board of Governors, California Chapter, A. M, C,, San Franecisco,
September 16, 1943, Mining Congress Journal, October, 1943,

e A

In 1942 (calendar yecar), 54 million ounces of silver were produced in
the United States. The United States Treasury purchased 47,8 million ounces
of the cdomestic silver, and during the first half of the year it bought also
small quantities of foreign silver -- 14 million ounces. The Treasury's
total purchases in 1942 were thus 62 million ounces, Actual gross indystrial
consumption (table 2) was estimated at 121 million ounces. most of which was
obtained from imports or stocks,

In addition to industrial consumption, the Government itself consunmed

a large quantity of silver during 1942 in the manufacture of subsidiary coins,
The precise figure is not available; in the fiscal year 1942 the quantity so
oonsumcd was 91 million ounces (including 12 million ounces of silver minted for
foreign countries), Assuming that the same amount was minted in calendar year
1942, the total industrial und coinage consumption in that yoar was about 212
million ounces, Deflici%ts were drawn from stocks; partly from those held by the
Treasury and partly from the stock pile asquired by the Metals Reserve Company.

Thus far (through June) in 1943, both domestic production and imports have
declined, Total rejuirements, however, are expected to be larger than in 1942,
It has been estimated that the industrial consumption, both for strategic and
nonessential products, will be from 159 to 169 million ounces, including about
30 million ounces for nonessential purposes, If coinage requirements in the
calendar year 1943 should be the same as in the fiscal year 1942, namely 91
million ounces, the total requirements for industrial use and coinage would be
somewhere between 250 and 260 million ounces, Even if all consumption for non-
essentlal purposes were to be elimineated, 1t would still be necessary to draw
on existing stocks for supplies,

From "Silver in Wartime" by staff of United States Tariff Commission published September, 1943,

57 e o e e e A e e O R ROk
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THIS CHRISTMAS

THIS IS THE MOST SOBERING CHRISTMAS SINCE THE FIRST GNE, NINETEEN HUNDRED
FORTY=THREE YEARS AGO,

AT NO OTHER CHRISTMAS TIME HAVE THERE BEEN SO MANY ALLEGEDLY CIVILIZED
NATIONS, WITH SO MANY MILLION SOLDIERS, ALL SO COMPLETELY EQUIPPED WITH WEAF:NS
OF DESTAUCTION, AND ALL SO HIGHLY AND SCIENTIFICALLY TRAINED IN THE BUSINESS (!
MURDER, LOCKED IN DEADLY CCMBAT ON SO MANY FRONTS.

TMVER BEFORE IN HISTORY HAVE SO MANY MILLION CIVILIANS IN THE WORLD BERN H
CIVING: THEIR DAILY EFFORTS, THEIR WORLDLY 500DS, THEIR INCCMES, AND THE NATURAI
RESCURCES AND RAW MATERIALS OF THEIR COUNTRIES - IN THE USELESS, DEGENERATE THIM
CALLED WAR.

THE LIE, IT SEEMS, IS GIVEN TC THE SUBSTANCE OF OUR CIVILIZATION, WHEN, 9ITH
ALL QUR VAUNTED LOGIC, OUR SCIENCE, OUR CODES OF DECENCY AND OUR RELIGION, !
JHECK IS NOT PROVIDED AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL ASCENDANCY OF AN AMBITIOUS MADWAN «
SCHICKELSRUBER - THAT LED TO THE ULTIMATE MAELSTROM OF WORLD CONFLICT INTGC WHICH
i% HAVE BEEN CAST. THE CARNAGE OF THIS WAR IS5 AN EVEN GREATER CRIME AGAINST THE
BASIC CONCEPT OF RELIGION THAN IT IS AGAINST THE ESSENCE OF CIVILIZATION, WE
EXPECT MORE FRUM RELIGIOUS TRAINING, BUT NOT FROM CIVILIZATICON = JUDGING BY THE
HISTORY OF PAST CENTURIES,

THEN WHERE DOLS THE DIFFICULTY LIE? IS5 IT WITH RELIGIONT  NO.

THERE IS5 NOTHING EITHER IN THE CHRIGTIAN RELICION OR IN THE MEANING OF THE
GOLDEN RULE OF HUMANITY THAT WOULD HAVE DETZRRED THE COMBINED CIVIL RULERS OF
EUROPE FROM TAKING SCHICKELGRUBER BY THE SCRUFF OF THE NECK AND SETTLING HIS CASE
ABOUT 1937, IN THE LIGHT.U? THE SINCE<DEMONSTRATED CRIME THAT #AS 1N THE MADMAN®S
IIEART 1IN THOSE YEARS, THE TROUBLE ISN'T @1TH RELIGION, IT?*S WITH THAT QUIRK COF
HUMAR HATURE THAT CAUSES MAN TO SHIRK RESPONSIBILITIES, TO TAKE THE PATH OF LEAST
RESISTANCE, TU PROCRASTINATE.,

LET'S HAVE MORE OLD-FASHIONED RELIGION, MORE COURAGE = AND MORE CHRISTMASES
A5 OF YORE, WITH PEACE AHD GUOD WILL TO ALL MEN AS THE UNDERLYING SENTIMENT,
THAT IS OUR PRAYER.

EARL K. NIXON AND THE STAFF OF
THE OREGCN DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY
AND MINERAL INDUSTRIES
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