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CHROlolITE PURCHASING DEPOT PLANNED rOR GRANTS PASS 

The General Services Administration, Office of Information, U.S. Court House, Seattle 4, 
Washington, released information relating to government purchase of chromite on IoIay.ll, 1951, 
as follows: 

Grants Pass, Oregan, has been selected as receiving depot for metallurgical 
grade chrome ore, according to O. C. Bradeen, Regional Director of General Services 
Administration, Seattle, Washington. This depot will serve the states of Wash­
ington, Oregon, and northern California. 

In a conferenoe with metal experts in Washington, D.C., and Mr. A.E. Weissenborn, 
Defense Minerals Administration representative of Spokane, Mr. Bradeen Was informed 
that the depot WaS to be established at the earliest possible date to serve miners 
in the California-Oregon-Washington area. This program is in line with the defense 
minerals purohasing program of the government and patterned after the minerals 
purchase plan of World War II. 

Present indioations are that miners will reoeive $115 a ton for metallurgioal 
grade chrome ore meeting government speoifioations and delivered at the depot. 
The metallurgioal grade referred to 1s 48 percent Cr20J and the chrome iron ratio 
is 3 to 1. The minimum that will be aooepted is 42 peroent cr203. The price will 
be on a sliding base scale downward for deoreasing· percentage of chrome. 

During World War II the government purohased approximately 114,coo tons of 
metallurgioal grade ohrome in and around the Grants PaSS region. 

* * * * * * * 
More oomplete details and information will be released in the near future, 

but in the meantime it is suggested that those interested might make such interest 
shown by dropping a penny postal oard to General Servioes Administration, Office 
of Information, U.S. Court House, Seattle 4, Washington. 

Under date of May 17, 1951, the Grants .Pass Courier described a meeting of government 
officials with the State Department of Geology and Mineral Industries Governing BOard at 
which a general discussion WaS held regarding a possible reoeiving depot for ohromite and 
a program for buying the are. The Courier stated: 

Development of ohrome ore for the national defense program was discussed 
at a meeting of the Oregon Board of Geology and Mineral Industries and repre­
sentatives of the Seattle regional offices of the General Services Administration 
here tOday. 

Niel R. Allen, board chairman, Mason L. Bingham, board member, and F. W. Libbay, 
director, conferred with F. I. Bristol, president of the Oregon Mining Assooiation, 
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and with GSA representatives, W. N. Grabill, regional information offIcer, and 

G. J. Jameson, "inspeotor. 

Grabill and Jameson are here oorrelating InfDrm~tlon on local chrome pro­
duction oosts and mineral potentials. The tentatIve chrome program, announoed 
last week by Washington agencies, 1s being written up at the present time. 
Actual price support levels and ore quality regulat10ns aro expected shortly. 

Jameson will remain 1n Josephina County this week, conduoting a survey of 

chrome locations. Grabill returns to Seattle rr1d~. 

AS soon as the off1cial directives from Washington are reoeived, GSA officials 
will meet with local chrome operators to outline detail~ of the program. 

****************************** 

GOVERNMENT TUNGSTEN PURCHASE PROGRAM 

A regulation under whioh the General Services Administration will carry out a five­
year domestic tungsten purchasing program to encourage the discovery, development, and 
production of tungsten 1n the United States was issued May 10, 1'51, by GSA. 

Under the order, which interprets and implements the authority of Administrator of 
General Servioes Jess Larson to support the prioe of this oritioal metal at a base prIce 
of $6, per short ton unit (dry we1ght) of oontained tungsten trioxide, the guarantee will 
apply to specification grade tungsten concentrates. 

The purohasing program ,,111 be carried out by GSA 1n accordance with policy deter­
minations made by Derense ~inerals Administrator Jame. Boyd, and certified to GSA by the 
Defense Production Administration. 

The concentrate need not be produced from newly discovered or developed ores, but 
must be produced from domestic ores. 

I1While the support price appll,s to the purchase of ooncentrates, rather than ores, 
as previously announced, success of the progrem must depend on the partIcipation of miners 
and prospectors," Mr. Larson said. ItThe anticipated increase in produotlon will depend on 
the extent to which Te can stimulate the flow ct ores to mills where concentrates are 
produced. II 

In order to assist the m1ners and prospectors 'to dispose of ores, the Defense K1nerals 
Adm1nistration will aid private operators 1n the establishment of milling facilities 1n 
tungsten producing areaS where such facilltie. are Justified but not now available. 

The regulation provides that "any operator of a concentr .. t1ng plant by agreeing to 
participate in this pro~ram also agrees to purchase or prooess suitable tungsten oontained 
ore. off.red to him by independent miners to tho limit or the capacity of his plant, in 
exoass of that required for his own production and on fair and equitable terms and conditions 
(inoluding prices). Each operator of a ooncentrating plant partioipating 1n this program 
shall promptly e.tabll~h a schedule setting forth hi. terms and conditions (inoluding price.) 
tor the purchase of orude tungsten oreB. Each operator shall promptly suhmit a oopy of suoh 
schedule to the Administrator ~nd shall also sub.it p~omptly any changes made in such 
schedule thereafter. It 

The Government will support the price by buying for $63 per ehort ton unit all specifi­
cation grade tungsten ooncentrates .hioh cannot be sold on the commercial market. 

Fund. now available for the support price allow for the purchase of 1,468,750 short 
ton units over the five-year period. It is not expected that the Government will be required 
to take physical possession ot appreciable quantIties ot tungsten concentrates as t.he 
essential requirements of industry for the military and supporting programs are tar in 
excess of antioipated production totals. 
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Notice of participation in the program must be postmarked or, in the case of a telegram, 
dated not later than midnight June 30 and be in the form of a letter, telegram, or penny 
postcard addressed to the nearest GSA office. 

Any person partiCipating in the program will be sent promptlY,a certificate authorizing 
him to deliver oonoentr&.tes meeting'lninimum specifioations f. 0', b, public carriers' oon­
veyancy, milling point. 

Miners holding certificates, but who do not operate concentrating faCilities, may 
participate in this program to the extent of the ore purchased by them, as follows: 

1. By selling such ore to operators of conoentrating plants. 

2. By having ore treated 'on a toll basis and selling the resulting coneentrates 
meeting specif1eations to GSA. 

Names and address of existing milling facilities for tungsten coneentrs.tion may be 
obtained from Defense Minerals Administration, Washington, D.C., or in care of the 
U.S. Geological Survey, Spokane, Washington. 

************l~***************** 

ATTENTION MINE OPERATORS 

The Defense Minerals Administration issued MO-7 Order on April 17 and MO-7 Amended on 
Jlay 10. These orders require that mines, smelters, and mineral prooessing plants must 
apply for serial numbers not late~ than June 30, 1~5l. The serial numbers are essential 
to an operator to make him eligible for DMA assistanoe in obtaining priorities for the 
purchase of all types of supplies and equipment. Application for serial or identifioation 
numbers must be made on Form MF-IOO. These forms may be obtained from the Defense Minerals 
Administration, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, D.C., or from the DKA Regional 
Office, in care of the U.S. Geological Survey, Spokane, Washington. 

A "producer" is defined by the DMA as any person operating a mine, a nonferrous smelter, 
or mineral prooessing plant. A "mine" is defined as an operation underground, open pit 
quarry, or dredging conducted for the purpose of extracting minerals excepting solid fuels 
and petroleum products. The definition fer a mine inoludes prospeoting enterprises for the 
discovery, exploration, or development of mining projects. 

The Amended Order MO-7 oontains instructions for small producers. A produeer who 
produces or prooesses 50 tons or less of crude ore per week need furnish in MF-lOO answers 
only to questions 1, 3, 10, and 16. In lieu of using Form MF-lOO suoh a small produoer 
may submit in a letter the following information: 

1. Kind of material produoed or processed and by~products, if any. 

2. Location of operations: oounty, state, township, section, range, mining district, 
and distance to nearest town and shipping point. 

3. Number and types of labor employed. 

4. Quantity and kind ot product mined or processed and so-ld during 1,48, 1,4~, l~,O, 

and present monthly average. 

Producers oommencing operations subsequent to June 30, 1951, are not prohibited from 
making application at a later date. 

***************************** 

NICKEL EXPLORATION SUPERINT~NDENT 

Mr. Howard G. Schoenike 1s superintendent of the Hanna Development Company's exploration 
work on Nickel Mountain near Riddle, Douglas County, Oregon. 

****************************** 
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CHROMITE IN FIRST QUARTER 1951* 

Consumption of chromite in the United States during the first quarter 1951 increased 
10 percent over the fourth quarter 1950, according to the Bureau of Mines, United States 
Department of the Interior, and totaled 306,165 short tons. Of this total 142,,89 tons 
(47 percent) were oonsumed for metallurgical purposes, mainly in the manufacture of ferro­
chromium; 104,658 tons ()4 percent) were consumed in the production of 135,348 tons of 
chromium refractories, and 9,275 tons (3 percent) were used for miscellaneous purposes, 
mainly in repairing basic-furnace linings. Thus, a total of 113,933 tons (37 percent) 
were oonsumed for refractory use. In the production of 32,051 tons of ohromium chemioals, 
49,243 short tons (16 percent) were consumed - a ratio of 1.5 tons of chromite per ton of 
sodium bichromate equivalent. During the last quarter of 1950 metallurgical, refractory, 
and chemical consumers used 50 percent, 35 percent, and 15 percent, respectively, of the 
total. Consumers of chromium alloys, during the first quarter of 1951, reported using 
43,664 short tons of ferrochromium, 5,680 tons of exothermic chromium additive (Chrom-X), 
in addition to small quantities of chromium metal and miscellaneous chromium products. 
Alloy consumers, canvassed by the Bureau of Mines, normally use about 85 percent of the 
total. 

Stocks of chromite on hand in consumers' yards totaled 591,528 short tons on March 31, 
1951, compared with 606,272 short tons at the end of 1950. Of the total on hand at the end 
of the first quarter, 255,049 tons were metallurgical, 249,182 tons refraotory, and 87,297 
tons chemioal. 

No domestio production of chromite was reported during the first quarter 1951. 

Chromite in 1248-50, and first quarter of 1951, in short tons 

Domestio Total 
production Imports new suppl;r Consumption 

1948 ),619 1,542,125 1,54 5,744 875,033 
1949 433 1, 203,911 1,204,344 672,773 
1950 425 1,298,300 1,298,725 980,369 
1951: 1st Quarter 359,474 359,474 306,165 

*U.S, Bureau of Mines Chromlte Report No. 21. 

*****'*.**'*'**'************** 

INSTITUTE OF NORTHWEST RESOURCES 

The Department of Geography, Oregon State College, is again sponsoring its annual 
conference on Northwest resources. This year emphasis will be plaoed on national defense. 
The purpose of the conference as given in the program is "to present a total integrated 
analysis of Northwest resources - their current utilization, development, potentialities, 
and problems. To bring together in one meeting loaders in the several fields of the natural 
resources such as forestry, water, Wildlife, agriculture, minerals, fisheries, and reoreation." 
The session of June 19, both forenoon and afternoon, will have a program of talks by experts 
in their various fields. There will be a dinner at 6;30 p.m. in the Memorial Union Building 
at which principal addresses will be made by Chancellor C. D. Byrne, Oregon State System of 
Higher Education, and President R. R. Renne, Montana State college. 

****************************** 
NEW OREGON STATE COLLEGE PUBI,ICATION 

"The Aluminum Industry of the Northwest" is the title of Clrcu1s,:r No. 12 Just issued 
by the Engineering Experiment Station of the Oregon state System of Higher Education, Oregon 
State College, Corvallis. The author is J. Granville Jensen, professor of geography, who 
presents in the report an up-to-date picture of this important Northwest industry. 

****************************** 



May 1951 THE ORE.-BIN 

ROGUE RIVER COORDINATION BOARD 

~!~£~£!!£! 

37 

The members of the Rogue River Coordination Board, in session assembled at Grants Pass, 
Oregon, on the 1st day of April, 1951, after considerable disoussion of the plan of control 
of the turbidity in the waters of Rogue River and its tributaries, carried on under an order 
of the said Board, passed at the meeting of the said Board, held at Grants Pass, Oregon, 
adopted the following resolution: 

WHEREAS it 1s the duty of the Rogue River Coordination Board to regulate placer 
mining along the Rogue River and its tributaries, with a view to control or prevention 
of excess turbid1ty in such waters, thereby providing favorable conditions for angling 
and game fishing; and 

THEREFORE, the Rogue R1ver Coordination Board does hereby order that, exoept 
as hereinafter provided, no person, firm or oorporation shall, between the 1st day ot 
May 1951 at midnight, and the 1st day of November 1951, operate or assist in the 
operation of any mine or mining operation whereby water containing mud or tailings 
is discharged into the Rogue River, or any river, creek, or stream emptying into 
said Rogue River, when the turbidity of Said river, oreek, Dr stream at the point 
of confluence with sa1d Rogue River, is in excess ot 1,000 ppm by weight cf suspended 
matter; 

IT IS THE FURTHER ORDER ot said Rogue River Coordination Board that in the oase 
of the Applegate Rive~ and the Illinois River, both tributary to the Rogue River, no 
person, fir~, Or oorporation shall, be·tween the dates and hours above mentioned, operate 
or assist in the operation of any mine or mining operations whereby water containing 
mud or tailings is discharged into said rivers or their tributaries when the turbidity 
of said rivers, at a .point where the bridges on the Redwood Hiehway No. 199 oross said 
streams, is in exoess of 1,000 ppm by weight ot suspended matter. 

IT IS THE FURTHER ORDER of said Rogue River Coordination Board that the Secretary 
of the Board oause notioe of the Order to be published in the papers of general cir­
oulation in Grants Pass, Josephine County, Oregon, and in Gold Beaoh, Curry County, 
Orogon, and in Medford, Jaakson County, Oregon; and that the Seoretary file copies of 
said Order with the Secretary of State at Salem, Oregon, the Superintendent of Police 
at Salem, Oregon, and with the County Clerks and She~ltts of Josephine County, Jackson 
County, and Curry County, in Oregon. 

IT IS THE FURTHER ORDER of the said Rogue River Coordination Board that in pros­
ecution of violation of this Order it shall not be necessary to prove Service of Notioe 
upon the.Defendant. 

****************************** 

/s/ C. H. Dema~ay, Chairman 
/s/ H. K. Lewis 
/s/ J. E. Bartlett 

N~f VOLUWE OREGON MINES HANDBOOK 

A new volume of Oregon Mines Handbook, Bulletin l4-D, has Just been issued by the State 
Department of Geology and Mine~al Industries. The new bulletin describes more than 300 min­
eral deposits in the thirteen oounties at No~thwestern Oregon in the area north of Douglas 
County and west of the high Oascades. 

Metallic mineral deposits described are gold, Silver, copper, lead, ·and &inc in some 
well-known mining districts of the western Cascades; quicksilver deposits in the Claokamas 
River area; limonite iron ore deposits in Columbia County; and ferruginous bauxite deposits 
in several of the counties. The bulletin has 166 pages and 7 maps. It inclUdes an index and 
a bibliography. This latest volume of the Oregon Metal Mines Handbook may be obtained from 
the Portland office ot the Department at 702 Woodlark Building, and the field offices in 
Baker and Grants Pass. Price is $1.25 postpaid. 

****************************** 
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NEW MAP TO AID OIL AND GAS PROSPECTING IN VICINITY OF EUGENI, OREGON 

An ... g.olol!flo .ap or the aouth~ .. n and .outh .... t ... n bOI'·de .. area.a or the Wl11a •• tte 
Vall.y n.a. .. lugen., O .. egon, ha.a been reloased by the Geologlca.l Survoy, 

Tab 1 •• eho .. lna tha ralatlvo a.bund8.lil0e or ro •• l1 pla.nts and anl.ale In tha va .. ious 
.edl •• nta .. y toraatlons have b •• n prepared. Th •• e tables a .. e ot va.lue in determlning the 
.. elatlonshlp. ot the tor.ations In the a .. ea, and .~, p.rha.ps, a8rv. a. a. ba.la ro .. de-
t .... ining possible aou .. oa beds ot 011 and ga.. They wl11 undoubtedly be userul wlth ... gard 
to lnte .. preting the rela.tlonshlpa between the s.di •• nta .. y .. ooks ln this area. and related 
.. ook units in ather parts ot Oregon. 

The report 18 publlahed on one .heet, .ea~ .. lna 41 by 54 lnches, and inolude. two o .. os • 
• eotlons showlng the structural relationships. an index map showlng the geog .. a.phl0 looationl 
or thls and other reports that have already been published in the 011 and ga. lnve.tigatlons 
se .. le. dea.ling with the g'O~087 ln weatern Oregon, a. oor ... la.tlon ohart, and a. text that dls­
ousses the geologl0 ror.atlons and the 011 a.nd ga.s posslbl1ltles ln the a .. ea. 

The .ap, tltled "Geology of ~he southern a.nd southw.stern border a.rea8 or the Wl11a.aette 
ValleT, Oregon," bT H. E. Vokes. Parke D. Snav.lT, Jr., and Donald A • .,., .. s, ha.s been pub­
llshed a.s Map OK 110 or the 011 and Gas Investigations .8rles. Copies.~ b, obtain.d a.t 
60 oents each rrom the Distribution Seot10n, Geological Survey, Denver Federa.l Center, 
Danv,r, Colorado, and a.t Roo. 1210 Gene .. al Servi.e. Bul1dlng, Wa.shington, D.C. 

****************~************ 

ASSES SIlENT WORK 

No legislatlon to exe.pt .1nlng clalms rro. annual a.ssessaent work ror the as •• ss.,nt 
year endlng at noon or July 1, 1'51, ha.s 80 tar been passed bT Congress. Sinoe tl •• to 
consld ... such le,ls1atlon is running sh9rt, lt ••••• at present unllk.ly tha.t a. .or&torlu. 
wl11 be deolared, In the absence of a moratorlu., work aust be started bet or' nOOn or Ju17 1 
and, ir not completed a.t tha.t ti •• , .ust be continued "wlth .. easonable dillgenc." until co.­
plated. In Oregon proot or labor statements aust be rlled withln ,0 daYI arte .. the parror.a.noe 
or labor or aaking 1.prov.aants required bT la •• 

•• **.* ••• ****.**************** 
BOHAHZ. QUICKSILVER RESUMES 

The Bonanza .1~e. noted quioksilver p .. oduoer durlng World War II, ha.B resum,d operations. 
Th. Bonanza, looated n'a.r Sutherlin ln Douglas County ot western Oregon, shut down in Deoe.ber 
1,4, art.r strugglinl a.la1nst hlah 008t. a.nd low qulcksilver prioes ror .ore tha.n~yea.rs. 
About 25 .en are now e.ployed. the II1na 18 op ... ated two shUts; the plant·"opera.tes three. 
Underground exploration work ls oarrled on 1n addlt10n to stoplng, Burt Avery 18 superintendent. 

****************************** 
NIW 1ASHINGTON STATE PUBLICATION 

The la.shlngton State D1vision or Xlnes a.nd Geology, Sheldon L. Glover, Supervlsor, has Just 
iSluad Bulletin ~, "Antiaony Occurrence. ot Wa.ahlngton," by C, Phll11ps Purdy, Jr. The bulletl. 
r.p ..... nt. a. I~ ar 8.veral yearl' duration a.nd desoribe. all a.nt1.ony oocurrences ot the State 
by oounths. 

****************************** 
NICKEL IN MARCH 1'51 

Hlokel (exolusiv. or scrap) oonsumed and lq ,took in the U.So in Maroh 1951, by ror •• , ln pounds 
of niokel: {Prom U.S. Bu .. eau or Xines Nlo~el Report No. ,.) 

'or. 
x.talV":" 
Oxide and oxlde slnte .. 
Matte 
Salts 

Stocks at coq_ua.rs' 
pla.nt. Feb .. ua.r, 26 

6,608.26, 
737,887 

1,017,,80 
1'5,676 

Consu.ption 
,,483,ilil3 
1,678,8,0 
1,464,,42 

75,108 

6, 88,332 
54',741 
701,884 
217,511 

In tra.n.lt to O~D­
su ..... ' pla.nt. I, 

40,027 

!IInolud.s seoondary nlokel 'ln~ot or ahot re.elted from sora.p nlokel and so .. ap·niokel a.lloysj 


