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WILLISTOI TALKS To WISTER. STATIS COUICIL 

It .ay seo. profltl ••• to •• pha.lzo pa.t .1.tak •• ln our Govern~ent .1neral poll01 •• 
but 1t ls the part of wl.do. to re ••• bor h1.torleal taets ln ardor to understand the 
ro .. on for 80 •• of tho pr •• ent •• tal ahortage8. A180 those faats should polnt the way 
ln our strlvlng to re,aln a .aasure of selt .. ftl01enoy ln .etal.. Thls thought ls 
pro.ptod by & new. It •• ln the A.erloan Klnlng eongress Bu11etln Servlae at Hovamber 26, 
1'51, aa follawa: 

On Nave.ber 12, the Western Statas Counal1, co.p08ad of Cha.bor at Co •• eroe 
exeoutlves trOD the 11 Western States, •• t at San 'ranoisoo to dlscuss raglonal 
proble •• ran.lag trOD ato.lc productlon throush minlng, tar.lng, water, pow.r, 
and tourlst trade. 

Sa. Wl111sten, vloa prasldant, Cordero Klning Co.pany, oond .... d Dbae.a.­
oratl0 aotlon" by the rederal Goyernm.nt ln leadlna the natlon to Its pre.ent 
"have not" p.sltlon with rospect to strategl0 .atals. 

Be told the Counal1, "In 1'37. wlth the Reolproeal Trad. Act. we began ta 
10 •• the posltlon w. had (at .e1t-e.ttlelenoy ln the basio nonterro.s •• talS, 
oopp.r. lead. and sln.). OUr Govern.ont, In an ettort to h.lp tor.lgn de •• 1Dp~ 
Deftts, started to .aorltl •• part ot our dOD •• tio Darket to torol,n preduo.rs. 

"Thl1 .n.o.r ...... ~ ~o ter.len 'ro •••• r., b7 the low.rlng ot tarltt., 
r.quired le.s ot the d •••• tl0 prod ••• r. and oons.q •• ntly, 1e •• expl.ratlon 
aRd 1 ••• dovelop •• nt Wal .arrlod ••• 

"orld War IIrhe.,sa1d, "out deep17 lnto our .t.okpi1e ot strategl0 •• ta1. 
and at tho war's •• d, In.t.ad Dt r.plaoin, and enlarglng re •• rve. oon.u •• d, our 
Govern •• nt planA.r. In Washl .. ton thr.w al.o.t every po •• lbl. r.adbl.ok lnto the 
path ot the Dlnlng lndustry. 

"Blgh tax patal ot ~h. war years w.re .a1ntalned and .ade Dore Dnereus. 
fh •• nd attact was to t.ll the prD.poo~OP and the •• all oo.pany ta prDoaed at 
thelr own ri.k In the •• apoh tor n.w .1neral d.poslta. 

"Another tailure ot the ,.daral Govern.ant," he 8ald, "waa In It. stratagi • 
• etal stock,11i .. pPosr .. , whosa adminlstrators show.d oo.plata laDk ot under­
atandlng at ba.l0 t.atup ••• • 

Wl1118ton sald, nthe •• 111a .ay yet be correoted through the new D.tensa 
laterlala Procur •• ent Agancy which neads all our prayers and all our hopes, best 
wlsh.s, and best ett.rta." 

**************************************** 
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I4ERCURY IN THE THIRD o.UARTER OF 1%1 
(From U.S. Bu~eau of Mines Mercury Report No. 100) 

Mercury consumpt~on in the third quarter of 1~51 fell 37 percent below the April-June 
quarter and to less than half of the all-time peak established in the first quarter of the 
year, aooording to the Bureau of Mines, Department of the Interior. lAeanwhile, p~oduction 
continued to rise slowly, and there were indications that further gains were in pr·ospeot 
for the fourth quarter. Imports were 47 percent higher than in the second quarter and only 
7 percent less than in January-Ma.rch, continuing at a relatively high rate in relation to 
most earlier periods. A large quantity of mercury received during the quarter and on hand 
September 30, was for a new chlorine installation at McIntosh, Alabama~ Inventories at the 
end of September already were above normal because of the accumulation of metal for the new 
large chlorine plant at Saltville, Virginia, expected to open soon. 

Salient statistics of mercury in January-September 1951, 
by quarters, in flasks of 76 pounds 

Stocks at end of period 
General 
imports Consumption 

Consumers 
& dealers Produc.rs 

Price 
per flask 

at New York 
(average) 

January-Maroh 
April-June 
July-September 

880 
1,400 
1,600 

12, 805 
8,065 

11,867 

38 
75 
53 

17,700 
13,300 
8,400 

27,300 
25,400 
32 ,300 

2,161 
2,288 
1,582 

$2 09. 20 
212.84 
202·'}7 

!lIn addition at least 500 flasks were produced from the treatment of scrap such as old 
batteries in the first quarter of 1951, 400 in the seoond, and 600 in the third. 

The average quoted price for mercury at New York declined from a range of $210 to $213 
a flask in early July to $1~5 to $200 in late August and early September, but recovered to 
$215 to $220 by the end of September. 

~~ product.ion: Th~~~ large mines were produotive in the third quarter. In 
addition to the Mount Ja,kson (Sonoma County, California), leading producer in the United 
States in every quarter sine.e 194~, the Bonanza (Douglas County, Oregon) oontinued to 
produce, and the Cordero (Humb~ldt County, Nevada) reopened on a large soale, after having 
been closed sin~e February 15, 1950. Producers ranking next in size, all in California, 
were the Aroher (Fresno County), and the Juniper and North Star (San Benito County), and 
Culver-Baer (Sonoma County). The foregoing properties accounted for 97 percent of pro­
duction in July-September 1951. The Hermes mine, Valley County, IdahO, reopened before 
the end of the quarter and produced some metal; increased production in the rin~ quarter 
of the year WaS assured. 

Meroury imported into the United States in the first three 
quarters of 1951, by countries, in flasks (general imports) 

(From records of the U.S. Department of Coome rce) 

ill!. 
January- April- July-
~~ ~ SeEtember 

Bolivia 19 
Canada and 

Newfoundland 1) (2) 140 
Germany 150 
Honduras 10 
Italy 1,462 3,903 8,907 
Japan 250 
Mexico 1,237 987 1,137 
Spain 7,199 1,141 159 
Sweden 155 525 
Switzerland 104 
Yugoslavia • ~ ...k!±25. ~ 

12,805 8,065 ll.867 



December~1~2~2~1 ______ . __________________ ~T~H~E~O~R~E~.~-~B~I~N __ ----_____________________________ Z~l 

Foreign trade: Imports of meroury rose 47 percent in the third quarter of 1951 but 
were 22 and 51 per~ent, respectively, below quarterly averages for 1950 and 194,. Reoeipts 
of metal in July-September, 1951, however, were not small in relation to most earlier 
periods other than World War II years. Reoeipts from Italy (8,907 flasks) dominated foreign 
trade movements in the third quarter of 1951. 

****************************** 

BONANZA MINE STEADY PRODUCER 

The Bonanza quicksilver mine, Douglas County, Oregon, has been operating steadily 
since it resumed work last March. Present production from its Gould furnace is approx­
imately 6 flasks a day. It is reported that explor~tion in new ground south from old 
workings has developed new ore bodies on the 500 and 600 levels. A new block of ~re has 
been developed from the 500 up to the 300. The drift on the 600 waS barren but a raise 
ran into an ore shoot above this level. 

****************************** 

MINING ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT REPORTS ON CONFERENCES 
WITH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS 

According to the Grants Pass Daily C()Urj.9~ of Der-ember 11, Mr. F. 1. Bristol, President 
of the Oregon Mining Association, has retUrned from Washington, D.C., where he has been 
oonferring with government offi~lals sine ... November 25. Mr. Bristol presented statements 
from a large number of chrome operators in southern Oregon and northern California to the 
Defense Minerals Production Admini"t~ation, the Defense Minerals Administration, the 
National Security Resources Board, and members of the Linden V. Johnson Senate Committee 
on Preparedness. He had conferen~es with Howard Young, Deputy Administrator of DMPA; 
James Douglas of DMPA; Tom Lyons, Road of DMA; If.M.B. Fr'uman, Spe(>J.al Assi2+.ant to the 
Administrator of the Emergenny Pro"urement Admlnl~tratlon; J. K. Remsen, Director of 
Materials for the National Security Resources Board; and several members of Congress. 
Congressman Claire Engle of California promised to assist in the development of a workable 
I'hrome program. All of the offinials pr-o.d"ed that they would gi"8 es.rnest assistance in 
writing speoifications so that present maximum tonnage rest.l!'1"Uons would be lifted or 
at. least liberalized. Mr. Bristol stated that he Was a.ssured that the government wants 
all the chrome it oan get and that producers should band together in petitioning for 
aCcess roads to chrome areas. 

.***************************** 

MANGANESE PURCHASING DEPOT REQUESTED 

The Baker Re30rd Courier reports that the Eastern Oregon Mining and Mineral Association, 
through its PreSident, Miss Nadine Strayer, has presented documentary evidence to the Defense 
Minerals Administration office in Spokane to support the Association's petition for estab-
11shing a manganese are purchasing depot at Baker. The documents 1ncluded an index map and 
reports on several manganese areaS in eastern Oregon and western Idaho. Several property 
owners provided information on quantity and quality of available ore. Emphasis WaS placed 
on the fact that railroad freight rates were so high that local manganese ore could not be 
shipped to present markets. 

****************************** 

FOR SALE 

Two silver amalgamated copper plates, each 48 inches by 54 inohes, oontaining 1 ounoe 
of silver per square foot. Anyone interested should get in touch with Mr. W. J. Seufert, 
The Dalles, Oregon. 

****************************** 
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DAM SITE ON ROGUE RIVER, OREGON, rOUND UNSUITABLE 

A long expensive dam wl11 be required at the M11e 186.5 dam site on the Rogue River, 
Oregon, according to a report made to the District Engineer, Corps of Engineers, Portland, 
Oregon, by J. C. Miller, Regional Geologist, u.s. Geologioal Survey, Los Angeles, California. 

A map reconnaissance by Department of the Inter10r engineers had previously indicated 
that this site might make a good reservoir location. The geolog1cal examination showed 
that the r1ver had developed a broad floodplain over a period of many centuries and that 
a large quantity of volcanic ash has been deposited at the proposed dam slte in more recent 
times. 

The Site in question is north of the Union Cr.ek resort on the Rogue Rtver in .ec. 26, 
T. 30 S., R. 3 E., Jaokson County. The report states that the roeks exposf,d at this lo­
cality are andesite pr •• u ... bly underlain by vesioular b .. s .. lt Judged by exposures at pl .. ce~ 
ne .. rby. Overlying the.e rook. 18 .. thiek blanket of pu.1ce .. nd volc .. nio .. sh wh10h in 
plaoes m .. y be as .ueh .. s 150 feet thick and would provide no .. nchor .. ge for .. n abutment on 
the lett bank. Therefore a da. or outoff wall of excessive length would probably be ne.ded 
to prevent leakage through these 80ft beds. 

The report 1s in files open to public Inspeotion at off1ces at the Geological Survey 
as follows: Portland, Oregon, Roo. 619, Post OffioeBuilding; Los Angeles, Callforni .. , 
Roo. 527, Post Offlc ... nd Court House; and Washington, DoC., Room 3218, General Serv1Ge. 
Buildlng. 

****************************** 

It ... s ann~unoed 1n Portl .. nd by aoaooa E. aall, a.glo~al Ad.lnletrator of the Bure~u 
of Land ... nag •• ent, th .. t ~3 .1aing cl .. 1 •• of 160 .. cr •• each, n ... r Randle 1n the Mouat 
St. H.lens .. r .... had b •• n d.clared null .. nd void. It was st .. ted that a careful field 
eXam1nation disclosed th .. t the olal •• whioh are in the Giffc!"d Pinehot N .. tional J'orest 
~ontain6d .. sm .. ll .. mount of pumioe but insufficient in quantity and qu .. lity to be .. 
v .. lu .. ble mine!"al under the mining l .. ws. It ~as further stated that t1mb.~ on the looations 
18 of ~on81d.rabl.valu •. 

Adverse proceedings h .. ve .. Iso b •• n st .. rted "gainst 72 other plaoe!" ~la1m8 -in the 
sa •• area covering 7,600 aores. Twenty-fou!" of these Glaims were loc .. ted wholly or par­
tially in a power site withdr .. wal which superseded the loc .. tion of the mining ula1ms g 

automatically rendering the. void. 

It seems to this writer th .. t publioity .. long the lines of the above should be commended 
because it points out .. f .. ct which has be.n emph .. sized by Oregon mining people many times d 

namely, th .. t the Bure .. u of L .. nd Management h .. s ample power to adverse invalid mining 01a1.9 
and that it the mining laws are adm1nistered as the Bure .. u has power to administer them, the 
need for changing the laws to give the Bur.au oontrol over the surfaoe of mining claims 1s 
without foree. In recent years the Bure .. u and the Forest Service have released voluminous 
publicity .mphasizing alleged we .. knesses in the mining l .. ws which allow miner .. l claimants to 
looate mining alaims for nonmlner .. l purposes. The ·releases indioated that the Bureau Was 
helpless to prevent abuses unless the l .. ws were revised to allow gre .. ter control of public 
lands by the Government. This publioity had the effect of revealing to people who want to 
get something fo~ nothing how, under the mining laws, it is seemingly a SImple matter to 
obtain land for any purpose, even for sum •• r homes, filling stations, or, most import .. nt, 
timber. 

It appeared that the releases were des1gned primarily ... propaganda to obtain mining 
law reviSion and failed to present all the tacts, especially that the Bureau eould and would 
enforoe the 1 .. w8 to prevent invalid loc .. tion of mining ol .. lms, 

Aotion sueh as promised by Mr. Bell will tend to disoourage location of .ining olal •• 
for nonm1neral purpose. and it 18 believed that in his .. dministration ot public land law8 
IIr. Bell will tl"y to be entirely fair and impart:l.al. H:l.s new_,,_ releases w111 not be issued 
for propagaada purposes. 

****************************** 
F.W. L. 
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The mill at the Homa .ine looated about two ml1es southeast of the town of Rogue Rlver 
1. belng converted for u.' 11'1 oonoentratlon of chromlte ore by Rey A. Kl11s, Gold H111, and 
W. H. Holloway, Medford, Oregon. Tha ml11 1s under lease from the Tyrrell Manganese Company, 
M.dford, and Wa.8 oenstruoted 11'1 1,47 for mU11ng gold 01'8 by G. S. Holllles, LOll Angeles, Cal­
Ifornla, and R. J. Howard, San Kateo, Callforn1a. The ml11 wa. operated brlefly 11'1 1,47. 
fhe property has been idle slnce that time. 

Aocordlng to Mills, aftsr addltlons are aade the ml1l wlll inolude a haaaermill, oonveyor, 
a Gibson ball al11 rated at about 50 tons per day, and two oonoentratlng tables. Inltial 
operatlon wl11 be on ohromlte 01'8 froa the Coyote Creek area 1n northern Josephine County. 

* * * * * 
fhe all1 of the Ashland lUning C".pany, about one .11e west of Ashlan.d, Oregon, is now 

b.ing readied for use in oonoentrating both tungsten and ohromite ores. The ml11, whioh 1n 
the past has been used prinolpally en sold ore, inoludes a Jaw crusher, Harding ball ml11 
rated at about 50 tons per day. and two conoentrating tables. A Jig and two addltional 
concentrating tables will b. installed to handle the oaremite ore. 

Tungsten ore (_che.lito) for the aill wl11 come from the Kattern deposit on the Southern 
Pao1fic Railroad r1ght-ot~.ay one ml1. northwest ot Ashland. Klnlng at this property wl1l 
begin in the Dear tuture. 

The oompany wl11 obtain CODDontrating grade oAromito ore froa properti •• on Chrome Ridge 
n'ar Galloe, Josephine County. fhro. olaims, Shady Cove, Chrom. Konument, and Rooky Polnt, 
have reoently been leased by the oompany from H. Z. Blelenberg of Galice. Mining operatlons 
will be started there early next spring. 

* * * * * 
Oper&tlons were beguD Rovember 24 at the Strategic Minerals Corporation ohro.ita 001'1-

centrating .111 at Galiae. Acoording to W. D. Plumley, company president, the ml11 wl11 be 
ln limited operation for a short tlm. pending installation of a second conoentrating table. 
An estiaated 1500 tons ot ooncentrating grade ohroalte ore from the Sordy Mine near Briggs 
Creek, Josephine County, has been stookplled at the millsite. 

* * * * * 
The Bowers ohromlta concentrating ml11 at Galice is reported to have suspended operatlons 

to .~it for installation oi a ba.mermill. 

* * * * * 
Operations are expeoted to b, renewed early in 1'52 at the Oregon Chroae mine on the 

Illln01s River, Josephine County. fhe mlne 18 owned by W. S. Robertson, Grants Pasl, and 
haa b •• n Oregon's largest producer of ahrcalt. ore in the pa8t. 

* * * * * 
Chroaite mlning operatlons at the Blaok Diamond .1ne near Bolan Lake, Josephine County, 

near the California-Oregon line, have been stopped by snow. The alne operated by Marlin 
Illl1aa8, George Clark, Jaok Speltzner, and Jobn Speitzner, Grants Paas, produoed about 
75 tons ot good grade luap ore and 75 tons of eonoentrating grade ore during the past luam.r. 
Ore has been developed at iour plac •• on the property. 

* *.* * * 
Jaok ~.onard and Joe Inman of Grants Pass have b.en ainlng at the Jlm BUS, Black Beauty, 

and aidnlght 01a1m. about 10 ml18. northwest of selma, Josephine County. The 01a1ms are 
'under 1.a8e from Jam.s Gallaher, Grants Pasa. ainlng operations were begun last January 2 
and have continued throughout the year. Klning i8 done wlth a oat.rpillar tractor. Approx­
lmately 200 tons of good grade lump ore has b.en produoed. About 80 tons has been ained 
at the Blaok Beauty and Midnight clalm. and the remainder at the Jim Bus ·clalm. 

* * * * * 
The Cyolone Gap mlne looated in northern Siskiyou Connty, Calliornia, produoed 1060 

ahort tons of very high-grade .hromite ore in the initial two months of operation prior to-
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closure by snow early in November. Exploration work was begun at the mine early in July 
by a group headed by Wo S. Robertson ot Grants Pass. A 350-toot ~rosscut was driven 
interseoting a large body of chromite. The initial shipment or ore was made on August 28. 
Operations will be ~Bsumed as early in the spring as weather permits. 

* * * * * 
The Shade and Hammer mines northwest ot Selma are being developed by Roy Hill1s, 

Wesley Pieren, and Earl Pieren. Both of these properties were produoers during World War II. 

* * * * * 
The Cheteo Vining Company has completed several miles of road extending from the Jose­

phine Creek area of Josephine County to .ohromite deposits in the Upper Oheteo River area of 
Curry County. Heavy snow in that area has forced a shut-down of operations until spring. 
One truckload of ore was brought out before operations were stopped. Full-scale mining 
operations will begin early next sprlng and roads wlI1be extended to other ehromite 
p~opert1.8 in that area. 

* * * * * 
Glenn Shippen, Canyonville, Oregon, 1s mining at the Rainy Day chromite mine near 

Days Creek in Douglas County. Two pods of chromite are now exposed. 

****************************** 

UNION OIL TEST CONTINUES 

The Union Oil Company of California test well 20 miles northwest of Roseburg, Oregon, 
had reached a depth of about 6,650 feet on December 12 aocording to A. S. Fowks, who is 
supervising tho drilling for the company. The well oontinues in shale and sandstone at 
that depth. 

****************************** 

CALIFORNIA RANCH DREDGED AND RESOILED BOTH PROFITABLY 

Horse Creek, SisklYQU County.- Charles Rainey is a firm disbeliever in the old saw about 
having your caka and eating it, too. 

Rainey did that with his land, which waS dredged for gold between 1940 and 1942, but 
now produces some of the best grass crops in this area" Rainey says the Harms and Larsen 
dredging firm took about $900,000 from the 300 acres it worked, but finished up by leaving 
level farmland better than it had been before. 

* * * * * * * 
In 1938, test holes were dug and promising gold returns were measured. Dredger repre-

sentatives came around to tell Rainey about the assay, but he told them he was a farmer, 
not a miner. The gold could stay right where it was before he would permit one foot of his 
land to be converted to a rock pile. 

* * * * * * * 
The dredger oo~pany thought about Rainey's stand for awhile and proposed terms which 

he aecepted •••• It would sorape oft the topsoil, stockpile it, level ofC dredge tailings, 
resoil them, leave the old homestead untouched and pay royalties on gold recovered. 

So today the biggest flat spot in the rugged Klamath River country near here is in the 
lush meadows of the Rainey Ranch. 

The cattle now are all Angus instead of mixed breeds. They summer on high Siskiyou 
Mountains forest ranges and all the Ralneys have to do to put them there is open a baCk gate. 

(From California Mining Journal, October 1951.) 

****************************** 
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Oil and gas prospecting in vioinity of Eugene, oregon, New map to aid. (13:5;;8) 
Provinces of the Pacifio Coast region, Symposium on possible future (13:2;15) 
Test nea~ Hos.burg, Douglas County (13:11;72); (13:12;82) 

Oligocene shale in Astoria, Oregon (13:11;74) 
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Plaaep projemt, Naw (13:9;62) 
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New government procurement ageney (13=8;51~52) 
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