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WANTEP • A DOMESTIC MINERAL POLICY 

A ooordinated series of oonferenoes that may help determine the mineral tuture of 
the West and the nation wl11 be held this fall between western mining people and heads 
of their State governments and representatives. Various groups and oommittee. throughout 
the western state. are nOY .xp~oring their partiodiar areas of interest in order to 
present their problems and ·.uggestions for remed1a.l aotlon to the Ootober me.ting of the 
Western Governor" Mining Adv1.ory Counol1. fhe results of the Advl.or7 Counoil meeting 
will form the baaia for disoussions at a Western Governors' Kineral Polloies Conferenoe 
in Saoramento, California, Noyember 7 and 8. F~llowing th, oonferenoe the Advisory Council 
will .eet again on November, and 10 t~ fO~mulate the mineral polloie. aooeptable to the 
western states for presentation to the governors. 

Kineral polioles arrived at through oonsultation between states and their mining 
people should go tar in aohieving a domestio mineral policy~ something whioh is not now 
in exiatenoe. The President's Cabinet Committee on Minerals Polioy long ago reoommended 
that the In~erior Department,establish oloser contact with the mineral industry to aid 
in govel"nment polloy making. Tq that e.nd the Off1oe of K1nerals MobUiz .. tlon was organized 
in January ot this yea~. So fal" nothlng has been aocomplished. The preSident's veto ot 
the bill to enlar,e the Domestio Minerals Pl"ogram~ reportedly because it was o~ly stop-gap 
legislation, re-emphcuizes the deslre ot the Adm1n.1stll"at10n hI" a feasible overall polioy 
aoceptable to industry and government. '!'he oontel!'eno~.s planned for October and Noyember 
wl11 be a big step in laying the ,roundwork for a yorkAble domestio mineral polioy. 

The Western Governors' Min1ng Advisory Council was organized ln 195' to exohange 
information between the western states on common mlneral resources problems and to recommend 
pl"udent and etfeotlve solutlon' for the problems to the governors. Member.hip on the Counoil 
is open to the eleven western states, Al~ska, and to suoh othel" states •• the Counoil shall 
determine. Delegates to the Council are appOinted by the governors. Cha1rman of the Council 
for 1955 is S. H. Williston ot cordero Mining. Company representing Governor Russell of Nevada. 

The Western Gpvernor s, Mineral Polioies Conterenoe i8 sponsored by Governor Goodw1n J. 
Knight of Ca~ifornia. As presently outllned, the conterence deliberations yill be oonduoted 
primar11y in a sel"ies of pollcy 'aotlon meetings and mineral oo~odlty subae~tlon .eetinla. 
The policy seotlons are8 Mineral £.onom10s, Taxe., Lands and Watel", Researoh, and Publl0 
1ntor .. tlon. Min"al oommodity subseotions will be oonducted on many of the mlneral oom­
modities. Possibly of greatest intel"est to the mining people of Oregon will be the seotions 
dealing with ~hromite, quicksilver, tungsten, m&blanese, gold, and industrial mlnerals. 
Honorary Chairman ot the Conferenoe ls Governor Knight; Confel"enoe CO-Chairmen are S. H. 
Williston and DeWitt Nelson, California State D1reotor ot Natural Resouroe •• 

Four maJor acoompllshments oan deve~op from the Conterence and Advisory Council meetingsl 

(1) The western atat's, aetiog 1n unl,on, oan present .. stron, and politioally important 
oase tOl" oonsideration _t the ~tional lev.~o 

(2) fbe Conterenee, organized and sponsored by state governments, oan present polioy 
reoo •• endations free from influenoe by speoi~l interests. 

(,) fhe CGnf,renoe oan .timulate interest in the problems of the industry of not only 
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the representatives of the mining and m1neral-oonsum1ng industr1es but also the presently 
dis1nterested and uninformed publ.lo. 

(4) The Advisory Counoil, a permanent organ1zat1on, oan oont1nuously press for 
aooeptanoe of its reoo~mendat10ns, prov1de a ready means of organiz1ng future oonferences 
as new problell!s ar1se and Old problems persist, and ooordinate the polioies of western 
governors w1 th respeot to the1r. ind1vidual m1nlng problems. 

*.*.*.*******.**************** 

BASIC MINING LAW AMENDED 

When Pres1dent Eisenhower Signed Congressional B11l H.R. 5891 1n July, the basio m1ning 
law was amended to allow multiple u$e of the surfaoe of min1ng olalms prior to patent and 
to exolude certain nonmetallio mineral. from mineral locat1on. The bill, whioh beoame 
Publio Law 167, inolu~ed an amen~ment by Representative Harr1s Ellsworth that revenues from 
the revested O&C lands and reoonveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road Grant lands be dlsposed of 1n 
aooordanoe with present law, 

The new law, whioh had endQrsement from many m1n1ng organ1zations, oonta1ns the 
following ohanges to the mining laws: 

(1) Preoludes from 100at10n under the mining laws common va~iet1es of sand, stone, 
gravel, pumice, pumioite, and oinders. 

(2) Bars the use of a mining olaim for any purpose other than prospecting, m1ning, 
or prooessing operat10ns. 

(,) Permits the United States to manage and d1spose of timber and forage on mining 
claims but provides that if, after disposition, more t1mber is required for mining 
operations, the miner be suppl~ed fro~ the nearest timber administered by the d1spos1ng 
agenoy. 

(4) Preoludes a min1ng olaimant from removing or us1ng the timber or other non­
m1neral surfaoe resources except as required in mining operations. Timber cutting, other 
than to'provide olearanoe, must be done'in aooordance with sound pr1nciples of forest 
management. 

(5) Permits the Unitec;i Statu to haVe aoons to adJaoent la.nd aerolls mlning olaims 
so long as it does not materially interfere with mining operations. 

None of the above limit~tion$ would aPply after patent, and the patentee will acquire 
the same title to the min1ng olal~ as if this law had not been enaoted. 

A prooedure is provided that wOUld enable the Government to resolve t1tle unoertainties 
resulting from the ex1stenoe of abandonQd, invalid, dormant, Or unidentifiable mining olaims 
located prior' to enactment. The prQoed~re is in the nature of a quiet-title aotion, and 
follows generally the method applloab~e to seouring mineral patents. 

The Congressional Record of July ,0, 1,,,, oontains an "Extension of Remarks" by 
Representative Clifton Young, Nevada, which gives an explanation of the new law and how 
m1nersand prospeotors may be affeoted by 1t. The part of his speeoh oonoerning questions 
and answers that may be raised 1s g1ven belOW. 

Question: Will the new law affeot the owner of an unpatented mining olaim heretofore 
looated? 

Answer: Mining olaim holders oould b, affeoted by the new law in that all unpatented 
olalms heretofore looated will be subJeot to an in rem prooeeding if one is filed whioh in­
oludes the lands oovered by the minln, elalm. In this event, the mining olaimant. would be 
requ1red to oome forward and ~s1;ab],.hh the validity of h1s m1ning olaim if he desires to 
assert fUll possessory rights to the surfaoe of the land. Determination of the validity or 
so asserted surfaoe rights wou14 be mad. by the Secretary of the Inter10r or his designated 
alent. 
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Question: Does the new law affeot the rlght~ ot an lndlvldual to go on the national 
forests and other publl0 domaln to prospeot for minerals and to looate mlning 01alms1 

Answer. No. 

Questlonl Maya mlning olalm be hereatter looated on a deposlt ot a oommon variety 
of sand, stone, grav~l, pUIll1oe; ptlmloite, Or 0lnde,rs1 

Answer: No. However the term "oommon varletles" does not lnoll,lde deposits of suoh 
materials whloh are valuable beoau.e,of sOllie dlstlnot or speoial valu~ and do,s not lnolude 
"blook pumloe" whloh ooours in nature in pieoes havlng one dimension of 2 lnohes or more. 
The I'eport ot th~ Senate Interlor ~ommlttee polnted out that materlals, suoh as 11mestone 
suitable for uSe lnp,roduot~on er oellle,~t, metallul'gloal or ohemloal grade limestone, gypsum, 
and the 11ke, will still be looatable uader the mining law.. The law ls als~ speoitio in 
providing that a mlnlnS 100at1on may be baud up.n the dlsoovery of a locatable mineral 
ocourrlng in or in assooiation with the OOmmon varlety materla18. 

Questlont What rlghts to the .urtaoe of a mlnlng clalm hereafter looated will be 
oontrolled by the Federal Goverrtment1 

Ans"er: !he United States 1. authorized to manage and dispose of surtaoe resouroe. 
on olalms herelj.tter looated and to use the surfaoe tor aCOess to adJaoent lands, so long 
as and to the extent that these aotivltl .. do not endanger or materlally lntertere with 
mlnlng, or related operations or aotivlt1es on the minlng olalm. In other wOl'ds, th~ new 
law wl11 ln no WIlo1 deprive a. mlner of any surface rlght whlch ls reasonably related to 
prospectlng, mining, or prooessine operati6ns. The HOuse Interior Commlttee report on 
the bill was very speclfl0 ln poin'Una ,out that thls 1.als1atlon would not have the effect 
of modifylng long~.tandlng essentlal rlghts sprlnglng from looatlon ot a minlng olalm by 
statlng that the domlnant and prlmary ~se of lands hereatter looated, would, as ln the past, 
be vested in the mining looator ot suoh claim. 

Questlonl Do these reserv&tlons ot su~face rights to the United States oontinue 
atter m,ineral patent has been aranted? 

Answer: No. The n.w law provideS that no reservatlon, 11mltatlon, or reatrlot10'n will 
be lnolud,ed l,n any mlneral patent hereafter lssued unless sl10h reservation was othe ... lse 
authorlzed by law. In other words, the n.w law in no way aftects the oharaoter and soope 
of t1tle to a mining olalm, inol~dlna 1ts surfaoe resouroes, after patent is lasu.d. 

Q\18stlonl Does 1;he law impo.e aJ1y new r88tr1otlon upon surt""oe us. of a mlnlng olalm 
valldlty looated before the pas.~,. of the new law1 

Questlonl it has been cha.r,ed that the new law gives a Government offlolal the power 
to determine the validity of a mlnlna olaim. Is tbat true? 

Answer: Thls has a1wa1' been true under the aeneral mining laws and thl. al1thorlty 
ls not affeoted by the new l~w~ The $eoretary of Interlor has a!ways had authorlty to determlne 
the valldity of a mlnln, 01a.1m, Under the In rem prooeedlng prodded by the new law, the mlnlng 
olalmant wlthout the fl11ng of a apeclfl0 oontest agalnst his locatlon may be oalled upon to 
oome forward and assert hls olaim and lts valldlty. It he falls to do so, lt does not In­
validate hls location, 'but simplY gives it a sl1rfaoe-rights status 11ke that ot clal.8 located 
after passage ,of the n .. law. He does not ln such an in rem proceedlng have to put the validlty 
of hls olalm on the line. Of oourse, If he app.~. and asserts a vlj.lidlty of hls olal~ pre­
dating passage of the nell' law~ that q~estlon would be in lssue. DetermlnatloQ might or might 
not oOlllpletely eondellln1;be ~Ooa.tl,on. 'or example, it lt were tound that the supportin, disoovery 
was not made untll afte .. pas,a." ot the neW law, the etfeot 'ot the deolslon would be to make the 
olalm subJeot to the new law. 8~t ~f it Were found that the claim had no dlsoovery, the effect 
would beiboldlns of oomplete 1nva.lldlty. 

Questionl It has been oharsed. that the new law dlscrlmlnates against thil lWall mlner. 
Is thls true? 
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Answer: The rightsot every minell', small or lar,e, are equally and fully proteoted 
under the neW law. He is tree to go on the publio domain, inoluding the national torests, 
and to prospeot for mineral., to locate minin, ola1111s,and to patent mining claims, Just 
as he has been able to do so since 1872. 

Question: Why did the mining industry support t~i8 new law? 

Answer, The minina industry reoognized that there were oco.s10n&1 1nstan.es in whioh 
attempts were made to misuse the mining laws to obtain valuable timber, a desirable homesite, 
or property tor oommercial purposes. It reoogn1zed that although suon attempted mlnins 10-
oations usually laoked iood taith or other elements r.q~isit. to validi~y, they nOn,theless 
presented problems to those administering publio lands and cast an unfavorable a~ra of 
suspioion upon the mining law system. The mining ind~stry in nO way oondpned s~ch a.buses. 
Bills have been introduoed for the purpose of pre.entln& abuses wnioh would have ohanJed t~e 
basic oonoept of the location. patent system, or whiob vould have i.posed hurd.nsom. re­
quirements on the looator. The industry feU that 11; vas of vital importano. to mai,ntain 
the location and patent oonoept of established mining lav, that the real purpose of the 
mining laws was to permit mineral exploration and mining us., and that a prepatent preolusion 
of use ot surfa.oe resouroes tor other than legiti~te mining purposes would no~ inJure the 
good-faith miner or retard m~ning aotivity. 

Questionz Does the new law require reoordatlon of mining claim looation notioes of 
heretotore or hereafter located miniDi olaims witb any F,deral aaenoyf 

Answer: No. 

Question: How will common varieties of 8and, stone, gravel, pumioe, pumloi1;e, or oinders 
now be obtained from publio lands? 

Answera Suoh materials may be obtained under the Materials Dispo~l 40t trom the Fed~ral 
agenoy administering the lands involved - th-.t i. trom the Department ot Agriculture or Depart­
ment of the Interior. The oharge for suoh materials will be determined by the administer1Di 
agenoy. In the oase of a Federal, state, or municipal agenoy, or nonprofit asaoo1at,ion or 
corporation, the Seoretary ot Agrioulture or Seoretary of Interior as to lands administered 
under their respeotive Departments may permit the re~oval of suoh materials without oharge. 
In the oase ot an individual or private company, suoh materials may be obtained trom the Federal 
agenoy administering the lands involved - from the United States Forest Servioe or trom the 
Bureau of Land Management. Payment tor suoh materials vill be determined by the administerln, 
agenoy. In the oase of a Federal, state, or mun~cipal agency or nonprofit association or 
oorporation, the United States Forest Servioe or Bureau of Land Management ~y p4rmit the 
removal ot suoh materials without oharse. 

Questiong Does the new law aftect the validi~ of a previously looated m!niDi claim, 
based upon a disoovery of oommon varieties of ~nd, stone, gravel, pumioe, pumioite, or oinders? 

A.nswer: No. 

Example 

Jones is the ovner of a miniDi olaim looated prior to enaotment ot the new law t He is 
satisfied that he has a valid mining claim, properlt posted and reoorded, a.nd has a valid 
disoovery of tUDisten on the property_ He has performed the annual assessment-work requirements. 

Questionz What oourses of action are available to Jones in the event the Secretary ef 
Interiol' initiatea aoUon to determine the aurtaoe rights On land. embrao1ng his o1a1ol? 

Answer: First, if Jones desires to ret.ain the full rights to the surfaoe uu of his 
mining olaim whioh he presently enJoys, he must file - in the offio. sp.oifled by the Seoretary 
ot Interior in the published notice of the prooeedi~i • within 150 days from the date Qf the 
first publioation of suoh notioe, a verified. stljotement setting forth as to his unpatented minlng 
olaim (a) the date ot looation; (b) the book and page of recordation of the notice or the 
certifioate of location; (c) the section or sections of the public land surveys whioh embrace 
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suoh mining olaim, or it such lands are unsurveyed, either the seotion or secticns whioh 
would probably embraoe such mining claim when the publio land surveys are extended to suoh 
lands or a tie by courses and distances to an approved United States mineral monument, 
(d) whether suoh olaimant is a looator or purchaser under such location, and (e) the name 
and address ot suoh olaimant and names and addresses so tar as known to the claimant ot any 
other person or persons olaiming any interest or interests in or under such unpatented 
mining claim. The Seoretary ot Interior will then tix a time and place tor a hearing to 
determine the validity and etteotiveness ot any right or title to, or interest in or under 
suoh mining claim. The hearing must be in the county where the lands in question are 
~ocated, unless the mining olaimant agrees otherwise. Conduot ot the hearing will tol10w 
the then established general prooedures and rules ot practice oC the Department ot Interior 
in respect to oontest, or protests affecting public lands in the United States. It the 
final deoisions rendered affirm the validity and effeot1veness of the rights asserted .by 
Jones under his min1ng olaim, then no subsequent s1mi1ar prooeed1ngs can affeot his r1ght 
or interest under such mining 01a1m. 

Second, if Jones does not desire to assert full r1ghts to the surface use of his mining 
olaim, prior to issuance of patent therefcr and 1s sat1sCied to have his rights of surtace 
use limited to the surfaoe use requ1red in h1s mining operations or related activities, he 
could either (a) refrain from filing any statement p in which event his failure to file would 
be deemed to oonstitute a waiver and relinquishment of full surtaoe rights and would there­
atter subJeot the olaim to the 1imitatlons and restriotions which permit the Government to 
manage and dispose of surface resouroesJ cr (b) file a waiver and relinquishment ot such 
exclusive surfaoe rights in the office where the notice or the certifioate of location of 
suoh m1ning claim is of record which would thereafter subJeot the claim to the rights ot 
the United States to manage and dispose of surface resources. 

*********************************** 
STOCKPILE LEGISLATION TURNED DOWN 

The orisis in domestic mining was brought stl1l nearer this past month when the Con­
gressionally approved bill, H.R. 6373 to increse the minerals purchase goals without ohange 
in scheduled term1nation dates, was vetoed by the President. Credlt for ki111ng the bill 
should probably go to General Services Administration whioh brought out a report in violent 
opposltion to S. ,22, the bill to extend the Dcmestic Mineral Purchase Program until 1968, 
but whioh was also applicable to H.R. 6373. Office oC Defense Mobllization Dlrector, Arthur 
Flemming, and the Department of the Interior had both strongly opposed S. ,22 but had given 
H.R. 6373 their lndirect blessing as a oompromlse move. This latest aotion by the Government 
makes it imperative that domestio mineral po1lcies be established without delay as existlng 
purohase prosrams will soon be completed or terminated. 

General Services Administration recently announoed fulfillment of the COlumbium-tantalum 
quota and closure of one manganese-buying depot. Other manganese depots are approaching 
closure as quotas near completion. Tungsten produoers anticipate their quota belng filled 
some time around the middle of 1'56. The status of GSA purchases on other materials as ot 
Karch 31, 1'55, was 847 short tons of asbestos out of a l500-short-ton quota, 626 short dry 
tons ot a l500-ton beryl quota; 82,402 long dry tons of a 200,OOO-ton chrome quota, and 
5,503 short tcns of mloa out of a 25,OOO-ton quota. 

As it looks now, the Grants Pass chrome purchase depot will cont1nue to buy to the end 
of its program which terminates June 30, 1'57. 

H.M.D. 
****************************** 

NEW TUNGSTEN OPERATION 

Mr. Charles R. Jackson reported that the Northwest Mining Company, conslsting of Kessrs. 
William D. Rhea, Ivan W. Lanham, Glenn W. Bad1eY9 and C. R. Jackson, are leaSing the Laughlin 
Alloy Steel Company mill at Eagle Point to conoentrate tungsten ore they are open-pit mining 
on Foots Creek, Jaokson County. Slx claims located in seo. 14, T. 37 s., R. 4 W., have been 
obtained by the company. They lnclude the Blue Star and Lucky Strike prospeots. Mining is 
being done wlth power shovel and trucks. 

****************************** 
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STATUS OF OIL AND GAS EXPLORATORY DRILLING IN OREGON 

Sixteen drilling permits for exploratory drilling in Oregon were issued by the 
Department's Governing Board between December 1~53 and August 22, 1~55. Eleven of these 
permits were filed since February 1~55. Because of the rapid inorease in drilling 
aotivities and the widespread test drilling in the State, a summary showing the present 
status of the wells and their locations is presented. No oil or gas in commercial 
quantities has as yet been discovered in Oregon, but of possible significanoe are shows 
of gas in Malheur County and a minor show of crude oil in well cuttings from a test 
drilled in Douglas County. 

As previously noted in the Ore.-Bin (January 1~54), the Oregon Legislature passed 
an oil and gas conservation law to be administered by the Governing Board of the State 
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries. The Board was directed to se.t up rules 
and regulations for the guidance of oil and gas operators in the State. Any individual 
or company desiring to drill a well for oil and natural gas in Oregon must file with the 
Board a permit to drill such a well and, in addition, furnish a bond in the sum of $4,000 
to insure that all abandoned wells "rill be plugged in a satisfactory manner. 
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Permit Date Lease Name 
~ ~ ~ and Countr location ~ 

No number. Sept. 4, 1952 Northwest Oils, Inc. Morrow Bros. 700' N. of S. line, Sporadic drilling since 
Drilling be- Prineville, Oregon No.1 900' E. of W. line, 1952. Suspended August 
gun before (Jefferson swk sec. lB, 1955· Depth: 3000' ! .. 
oil" gas County) T. 12 S" R. 15 E. 
regulations 
were adopted. 

1 March 22, 1954 W. F. Kemin D. Coon No. 1 900' S. of N. line, Sporadic drilling. 
Roseburg, Oregon (Douglas 900' W. of E. line, 

County) SEt sec. 30, 
T. 28 S., R. 6 w. 

2 March 26, 1954 R. A. stamey G. B. Russell 330' S. of N. line, Suspended October 1954. 
Ontario, Oregon No.1 330' E. of W. line, Depth: 4367'. 

(Malheur NWt sec. l4, 
County) T. 19 S" R. 44 E. 

3 Sept. 2, 1954 H. K. Riddle Kiesel Estate 1260' N. of S. line, Suspended November 
Ontario, Oregon No.1 1370' E. of W. line, 1954· 

(Malheur swk sec. 8, Depth: 5411'. 
County) T. 19 S" R. 47 E. 

4 Oct. 4, 1954 Oil Developers, Inc. Scott No. 1 SWt swt sec. 5 Plugged and abandoned 
Roseburg, Oregon (Douglas T. 27 s., R. 6 W. December 1954. 

County) Total depth: 3693'. 

5 Nov. 15, 1954 El Paso Natural Federal No. 1 360' S. of N. line, Plugged and abandoned 
Gas Company. (Malheur 550' W. of E. line, January 1955. 
Salt Lake City, Utah County) NEt sec. 5, Total depth: 7470'. 

T. 20 S., R. 44 E. 

6 Feb. 16, 1955 c. A. Stone & Assoc. W. A. Anderson 2290' N. of S. line, Suspended April 1955. 
Lakeview, Oregon No. 1 20' E. of W. line, Depth: 727'. 

(Lake County) SWt sec. 20, 
T. 39 s., R. 19 E. 

7 Feb. 24, 1955 Oroco Oil and Gas Co. Bolles No. 1 660' S. of N. line, Suspended April 1955. 
Pa;vet te, Idaho (Malheur 400' W. of E. line, Depth: 1540' (?). 

County) NWt sec. 15, 
T. 17 S., R. 47 E. 

8 March 29, 1955 Riddle Oil and Gas Dayton No. 1 960' N. of S. line, Drilling ahead. 
Producers (Douglas 1040' E. of W. line, 
Riddle, Oregon County) SWt sec. 34, 

T. 30 S., R. 6 w. 

9 April 1, 1955 Standard Oil Company Hoagland 3lll. N. and 499' E. Plugged and abandoned 
of California Unit No.2 of St corner i3ec. ll, June 1955. 
Seattle, Washington (Clatsop T. 7 N., R. 10 W. Total depth: 7101'. 

County) 

10 June 6, 1955 R. N. Ranger Eastern Oreg. 660' N. of S. line, Used as water source 
(See permit Portland, Oregon Land Co. No.1 1320' E. of W. line, for well being drilled 
~o. 13) (Malheur SWt sec. 15, under permit No. 13. 

County) T. 16 S" R. 44 E. 

II June 2, 1955 Sinclair Oil and Federal 1629' N. and 246' W. Drilling ahead. 
Gas Company Mapleton No.1 of SE corner sec. 12, 
Portland, Oregon (Lane County) T. 16 S" R. 10 W. 

12 July 22, 1955 Croco Oil and Gas Co. J. D. Lane 1320' N. of S. line, location graded. 
Payette, Idaho No.1 2640' E. of W. line, 

(Malheur SWt sec. 16, 
County) T. 18 S., R. 47 E. 

13 July 26, 1955 Sinclair Oil and Eastern Oreg. 660' N. of S. line, Drilling ahead. 
Gas Company Land Co. No. 1 1980' E. of W. line, 
Portland, Oregon (Malheur SWt sec. 15, 

County) T. 16 s., R. 44 E. 

l4 July 28, 1955 Standard Oil Company Pexeo No.1 3300' N. of S. line, Surface casing set. 
of California (Crook County) 3300' E. of W. line, 
Seattle, Washington NEt sec. 36, 

T. 20 S., R. 20 E. 

15 August 2, 1955 UraniUlll Oil and Ziedrich No. 1 1570' s. and 238' W.o! Drilling ahead. 
Gas Company (Douglas Nt corner NWt sec. 16, 
Klamath Falls, Oregon County) T. 29 S" R. 8W. 

16 August 15, 1955 Oregon Explorations C. Wohler 500' S. of N. line, Preparing to set 
Hillsboro, Oregon No.1 1650' W. of E. line, surface casing. 

(Washington NEt sec. ll, 
County) T. 1 S., R. 3 W. 
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JOSEPHINE COUHfY CHROMI!E NEWS 

Wl11iam Robertson, operator ot the Oregon Chrome mlne, Josephlne County, has been 
Sinking a winze to open an extenslve ohromlte body explored by diamond drl11 .ethods. 
A loO-toot winze has been extended tarther to open an ottset (1) segment ot the explored 
body dlsoovered by the wlnze at a lower depth. fhe wlnze 1. at 115 teet (Augu.t 11) and 
1. In ore. fhe workln •• wl11 be extended to mlne the lower body. 

At the Luoky L&R mine, R. W. Radolltte and Albert Lea have out a 2-toot thiok layer 
ot hlgh-grade ohromlte in a new tunnel 75 teet in trom the portal, whlch is about 25 teet 
lower than the open out workings. The mlne was disoovered by Radolitte and Lea, November 
1'52. It is located in seo. 35, f. 35 s., R~ , w., at the north end ot Chrome Ridge. 
Ore runs about 52 peroent ohromlc OXide. 

Jack Wilson reoently began bulldozing operations on the Buster mine in at seo. 11, 
f. ,6 s., R. , w., on a milling-grade ore zone. He also began exoavatlon at the Lower 
Violet, seo. 14, T. ,6 s., R. , w., to open up a large milling-srade ore deposit. Ore 
Is being milled at the Bowers ohrome mill on Galioe Creek. 

M. B. Wood Is working on another seotion ot the Violet ore zone about 100 7&rds north­
west ot the Lower Violet and also hauling ore to the Bowers mill. 

M. J. McShane, M. E. Adam., and Steve MoShane began produotion again at the Sad Saok 
mine atter putting in a ,O.toot wlnze and about 80 teet ot dritt. fhe mlne ls looated in 
the REt seo. 23, !. 36 s., Ro , Wo, near the south end ot Chro.e Ridse. 

****************************** 

SHERIDAN AND MoMINNVILLE QUADRANGLES MAPPED 

A new geologl0 map in the Oil and Ga. Investlgatlon. Series tor northWest Oregon hal 
been reoently publi.hed by the U. S. Geologloal Survey in cooperation with the state ot 
Oregon Department ot GeoloD and Mineral Industri... !he title ot the map i8 "GeoloD ot 
the Sheridan and MoMinnville quadrangles, Oregon," and the authors are Z. M. Baldwln, 
R. D. Brown, Jr., J. Z. Gair, and M. H. Pease, Jr. 

the map oover. parts ot Yamhill, Polk, and Marion counties and adJOins published geologio 
mapping on the north, west, and soutb sldes. !he area is underlain by mOre than 12,000 teet 
ot Tertiary sedimentary and voloanio rooks, penetrated 100ally by igneous intrusives. !he .. p 
is on the soale ot 1862,500 (1 inch equal. approximately 1 mile). It i8 printed on one sheet 
,8 by 54 inches, together with geologio or.ss seotlons, a oorrelation chart oo.parin, strati­
,raphio names in the Sheridan and MoMinnville quadrangles with adJaoent areas, oheok li8t. ot 
tos.ils, and a text de80ribing the geology and 011 possibl1ities ot the area. 

"Geology ot the Sheridan and MoMinnville quadrangles, Ore.on," has been il8ued as OM 155 
and may be purchased tor 50 .ents trom the Dlstribution Seotion, Geol •• ioal Survey, Denver 
'ederal Center, Denver, Colorado. 

****************************** 
COAL RESOURCES OF OREGON PUBLISHED 

"Ooal Resouroes ot Oregon," by Ralph S. MasOn and Margaret I. Irwin, has JU8t been pub­
lished as Oiroular ,62 by the U.S. GeoloSioal SurTey In oooperation with the State ot Oregon 
Department ot Geology and Mineral Indu8trle.. !he 7-pa.e oircular de80ribes the maJor ooal 
fields and di8cusses the geology, history, produotion, utillsatlon, and re8erves .t ooal in 
the state. Inoluded are an Index map ot the Ooos Bay ooal tield and a map ot the state showins 
locations ot 22 ooal oocurrenoes. 

!he o1rcular is being distributed tree-or-charge by the Geologloal Survey, Washington 25, 
D.C. Copies may also be obtained trom the Department's ottloe at 106, State Otfloe Bul1dlns 
in Portland, or at the tie1d oftioe. in Baker and Grants Pass for as lons as the supply lasts. 

****************************** 
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FAST TAX WRITE-OFFS SUSPENDED 

According to the August 17 American Uining Congress Bulletin, ODU Director Arthur Flemming 
has ended tast tax write-orr.al10wanoes tor 1, categories ot industrial expansion prograas~ 
In addition, ,8 other oategories have been suspended, leaving only 20 oategories or produotion 
facl11ties open tor rapid tax amortization. 

Flemming declared this action was necessary in order to permit a review ot the nation'S 
overall industrial mobilization capaoity. Following suoh a review eaoh ot the ,6 suspended 
goals "will either be reopened or olosed." Jleanwhile, he said, there will be no rurther pro­
oessing ot pending applioations tor oertitioates ot necessity nor ot new applioatio.s whiob 
may be reoeived. 

Ketals and minerals inoluded in the ,6 oategories suspended are: primary aluminum, 
antimony, bauxite, ohemioal srade chromites, oobalt, iron ore, taoonite, manganese ore, 
petroleum, rutile, and titanium metal. 

Ketals and minerals in the oategories permanently olosed are: asbestos, barite, beryl, 
two types ot chromite, oolumbite and tantalUm ore, tluorspar, lead, manganese ore, molybdenum, 
portland cement, rare earths, tungsten, and zino. 

Ketals and minerals in the 20 categories which remain open tor turther tast tax write­
otts are: copper, meroury, niokel, and selenium. 

ODK has the authority to disoontinue the entire program it it sees tit. 

******************************* 

SURVEY PtlBLISHES URANIUIl BUl.LI'l'IN 

A new oontribution to the geology of uranium has been published by the U.S. Geologioa1 
Survey. The report is entitled "Search tor Uranium in the United States." It reviews the 
more oommon uranium minerals and discusses the most promiSing methods ot prospeoting tor the 
metal. Characteristics and distribution ot the deposits in various types ot rooks in the 
United states are described. 

The publioation is a 64-page, paper-covered pamphlet desilnated as Bulletin 10,0-A. 
It oontains 5 mapsi an index, and reterenoes pertaining to uranium prospeotins. Copies are 
available at 25 oents eaoh trom the Superintendent ot Documents, Government Printin, Ottioe, 
Yashinaton 25, D.C. 

****************************** 

OREGON PORTLAND CEMENT TO EXPAND 

A *,,180,000 construction proJect that will add 50 peroent to the capacity ot the Oreson 
Portland Cement Company plant at Oswego has been announoed by Frank E. MoCaslin, President ot 
the oompany. The oonstruction is eapeoted to be completed by April 1, 1'56, and will require 
an undetermined number ot additional personnel. Improvements at the plant will include a dust­
oollection system, a 287·toot kiln, new machinery, and additional stora,e spaoe. Inoluded 
also in the prolram will be the re-equippinS ot thl companyts rook quarry in Polk County near 
Dallas with a new shovel, trucks, and oonveyors. 

****************************** 
QUICKSILVER PRICS 

The rapid deoline in the prioe ot quioksilver came to at least a temporary halt the 
middle ot August when a pri'l ot $25' a tlask was reaohed. ElKJ Metal and Kinera1 Uarkets 
for August 18 reported that a tail' quantity ot metal was being absorbed and thl market 
steadied at that prioe. Also reported was the arrival ot about ~OO flasks trom Spain, the 
tirst shipment in some time. 

****************************** 
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RILJ:ASE OF POWER SInS FOR PROSPECTING 

Aooording to E&MJ Metal and Mlneral Markets ot Ausust 11, 1'55, H.R. 100, introduoed 
by Rep. Clalr Ingle ln January 1'55, was rewrltten several time' betore the tinal blll was 
passed by botb houses and oleared a Senate-House oonterenoe eomproalse verslon. That ver­
slon ls now awalting the Presldent's sl,nature. A. tlnally pas.ed, the bill rel.ases so.e 
'i.ml1110n aores tor mlnln, development out ot 7i-mllllon aores wlthdrawn tor tederal power 
proJeet.. These la~ds, to be released on aval1ability to be determlned by the PPC, wlll 
not inolude those under 110ense or prospeotlve 110ense, and must be tl1ed ln the dlstrl.t 
land otrhe. 

****************************** 

TAX RULING ON EXPLORATION 

Internal Revenue Bulletln No. 27, ot July 5, oontalDs the tollowlng rullng oon­
oernine tax treatment ot -small quantitles ot ore" sold durlng the exploratlon perlod: 

"During 1'54 the M mining oompany, whl1e eperatin, a mine whioh was in 
the exploration 8ta,e, di800vered small quantities ot ore whioh it extraoted 
and sold to a smelter. In 8uoh year the oompany inourred exploration expend­
itures ot $105,000 and reoeived inoome ot $5,000 trom the sal. ot the or •• 
Held, the M oompaDT in oomputing taxable ineome tor 1'54 is entitled to deduot, 
or to treat as deterred expenses, subJeot to the provi8ions and 11mitations 
ot seotlon 615 ot the Internal Revenue Code ot 1'54,.. tbe .: ..... of suoh ex­
ploration .xpendltur.s ov.r the net reoeipts d.rlved trom the sal. ot the or. 
in an amount not to exoeed the statutory 11mltation ot $100,000. Held turtber, 
the taxable ineome trom the property und.r the olroumstano.s stated would be 
z.ro and slnoe peroentase depletion ls limlted to 50 p.roent ot taxable lnoom. 
trom the prop.rtT (oomputed wlthout allowano. for depl.tion), no p.reentag. 
depletlon ls allowable to the oompany in 1'54." 

****************************** 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR REVISES NOTIFICATION PROCmlURE 

In tbe future the Bureau ot Land Manasement wlll sive more publiolty to lts notl0's 
of wlthdra.als or restoratlon ot publl0 lands. R'gulatlons adopted reoently give a notifl­
oation pro •• dure as tollo.s, 

(l) Notloe ot the applioation wl11 be publisbed in the 'ederal Reglster. 

(2) Copy of the notioe, to,ether with a pre.s release, wl11 be .ent to ne.spaper. 
olroulated in the vloinlty ot the lands and in area. ot publio interest in the 
land •• 

(,) Copy of the natios wl11 be sent to individuals and others who have de.onstrat.4 
an a.tlT. or potential inter •• t. 

(4) Copies ot the notioe wl11 be posted In appropriate land and distriot offioes 
ot BLK. 

(5) Copies wll1 be sent to looal oountT reoorders, post oftio.s, oourt house. or 
other plaoe. frequented by lnterested publi8, wlth a request th.y be po.ted. 

(6) Whenever teasible, oopies of the notio. wl11 bs posted on land or alone roads 
leadlng to the lands. 

In the past, notloe bas been glv.n only ln the Federal Reglster. 

****************************** 


